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provisional application shall be regarded as abandoned 12 months
after the filing date of such application and shall not be subject to re-
vival after such 12-month period.

(6) Other basis for provisional application.—Subject to all the conditions
in this subsection and section 119(e) of this title, and as prescribed by
the Director, an application for patent filed under subsection (a) may
be treated as a provisional application for patent.

(7) No right of priority or benefit of earliest filing date.—A provisional
application shall not be entitled to the right of priority of any other
application under section 119 or 365(a) of this title or to the benefit of
an earlier filing date in the United States under section 120, 121, or
365(c) of this title.

(8) Applicable provisions.—The provisions of this title relating to ap-
plications for patent shall apply to provisional applications for pat-
ent, except as otherwise provided, and except that provisional appli-
cations for patent shall not be subject to sections 115, 131, 135, and
157 of this title.

(July 19, 1952, ch. 950, §1, 66 Stat. 798; Aug. 27,1982, Pub. L. 97-247, §5, 96 Stat.
319; Dec. 8, 1994, Pub. L. 103-465, §532, 108 Stat. 4983; Nov. 29, 1999, Pub. L. 106-
113, §4801, 113 Stat. 1501A-588.)

§112  Specification

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention,
and of the manner and process of making and using it, in such full,
clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art
to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make
and use the same, and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the
inventor of carrying out his invention.

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the appli-
cant regards as his invention.

A claim may be written in independent or, if the nature of the case ad-
mits, in dependent or multiple dependent form.

Subject to the following paragraph, a claim in dependent form shall
contain a reference to a claim previously set forth and then specify a
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further limitation of the subject matter claimed. A claim in dependent
form shall be construed to incorporate by reference all the limitations of
the claim to which it refers.

A claim in multiple dependent form shall contain a reference, in the
alternative only, to more than one claim previously set forth and then
specify a further limitation of the subject matter claimed. A multiple
dependent claim shall not serve as a basis for any other multiple de-
pendent claim. A multiple dependent claim shall be construed to incor-
porate by reference all the limitations of the particular claim in relation
to which it is being considered.

An element in a claim for a combination may be expressed as a means
or step for performing a specified function without the recital of struc-
ture, material, or acts in support thereof, and such claim shall be con-
strued to cover the corresponding structure, material, or acts described
in the specification and equivalents thereof.

(July 19, 1952, ch. 950, §1, 66 Stat. 798; July 24, 1965, Pub. L. 89-83, §9, 79 Stat.
261; Nov. 14, 1975, Pub. L. 94-131, §7, 89 Stat. 691.)

§113 Drawings

The applicant shall furnish a drawing where necessary for the under-
standing of the subject matter sought to be patented. When the nature
of such subject matter admits of illustration by a drawing and the appli-
cant has not furnished such a drawing, the Director may require its
submission within a time period of not less than two months from the
sending of a notice thereof. Drawings submitted after the filing date of
the application may not be used (i) to overcome any insufficiency of the
specification due to lack of an enabling disclosure or otherwise inade-
quate disclosure therein, or (ii) to supplement the original disclosure
thereof for the purpose of interpretation of the scope of any claim.

(uly 19, 1952, ch. 950, §1, 66 Stat. 799; Nov. 14, 1975, Pub. L. 94-131, §8, 89 Stat.
691.)

§114 Models, specimens

The Director may require the applicant to furnish a model of convenient
size to exhibit advantageously the several parts of his invention.
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