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n
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m
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|
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u
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A
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A
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P
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o
o
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|
P

A
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u
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ls

A
 d

o
cu

m
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t d
escrip

tio
n

 is a U
S

P
TO

-defined description of form
s and docum

ents that are received and processed in the
U

S
P

TO
. These docum

ent descriptions have corresponding docum
ent codes that are established and m

anaged in IFW
.

D
o

cu
m

en
t D

escrip
tio

n
C

ateg
o

ry 
U

S
P

TO
 B

usiness P
rocess 

D
escrip

tio
n

 

A
bstract

A
pplication 

P
art

A
 portion of the application, as 

subm
itted by the applicant, that gives a 

brief overview
 of the disclosed invention.

A
m

endm
ent

A
m

endm
ent

A
m

endm
ent filed by the applicant in 

response to a non-final office action 
issued by the E

xam
iner based on the 

m
erits of the application.

A
m

endm
ent A

fter F
inal

A
m

endm
ent

A
m

endm
ent provided by the applicant 

after the E
xam

iner closes prosecution 
w

ith a final rejection. A
m

endm
ent is not 

autom
atically entered by the E

xam
iner. 

It w
ill not be entered if it requires 

additional search or m
ore than cursory 

review
.

A
m

endm
ent after N

otice of A
llow

ance (R
ule 312)

O
ffice of 

P
atent 

P
ublication

W
hen applicant files an am

endm
ent 

after the N
otice of A

llow
ance has been 

m
ailed but before the issue fee is paid, 

the am
endm

ent is not entered 
autom

atically. It m
ay only be entered 

upon recom
m

endation of a P
rim

ary 
E

xam
iner. It w

ill not be entered if it 
requires additional search or m

ore than 
cursory review

.

P
A

T
E

N
T

S   
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A
m

endm
ent S

ubm
itted/E

ntered w
ith F

iling of C
P

A
/R

C
E

A
pplicant m

ay subm
it an am

endm
ent 

at the tim
e of the filing of a R

equest for 
C

ontinued P
rosecution A

pplication 
(C

P
A

).

A
m

endm
ent/A

rgum
ent after B

P
A

I D
ecision

A
m

endm
ent

A
n am

endm
ent m

ay be filed after the 
decision of the B

oard of P
atent 

A
ppeals and Interferences. If it does 

include any recom
m

endation m
ade by 

the B
oard and presents new

 or 
am

ended claim
s, in view

 of the fact that 
prosecution is closed, the appellant is 
not entitled to have such am

endm
ent 

entered autom
atically. H

ow
ever, if the 

am
endm

ent is subm
itted w

ith a request 
for continued exam

ination, the 
prosecution of the application w

ill be 
reopened and the am

endm
ent w

ill be 
entered. If the am

endm
ent obviously 

places an application in condition for 
allow

ance, the prim
ary exam

iner, w
ith 

the concurrence of the supervisory 
patent exam

iner, w
ill have the 

am
endm

ent entered. A
rgum

ents m
ay 

be filed after the B
oard's decision such 

as the judicial precedent or rule or 
statute has been rescinded or 
overruled.

A
m

endm
ent/A

rgum
ent after N

otice of A
ppeal

B
oard of 

P
atent 

A
ppeals

A
n am

endm
ent m

ay be filed at any 
tim

e after final rejection, but before the 
jurisdiction of the case has passed to 
the B

oard of P
atent A

ppeals and 
Interferences. H

ow
ever, after the N

otice 
of A

ppeal has been filed by applicant, 
any am

endm
ent or argum

ent filed by 
applicant is not norm

ally entered 
unless the paper presented clearly 
places the application in condition for 
allow

ance.
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A
ppeal B

rief Filed
B

oard of 
P

atent 
A

ppeals

A
fter tw

o rejections from
 the E

xam
iner, 

applicant (now
 appellant) m

ay file an 
A

ppeal B
rief of the E

xam
iner's 

decision. T
he appeal is to be decided 

upon by an adm
inistrative patent judge 

from
 the B

oard of P
atent A

ppeals and 
Interferences w

ithin the U
S

P
TO

. The 
judge w

eighs the evidence in the 
A

ppeal B
rief and in an E

xam
iner's 

A
nsw

er to reach a decision.

A
pplicant A

rgum
ents or R

em
arks M

ade in an A
m

endm
ent

A
m

endm
ent

A
 reply by the applicant to an office 

action m
ust request reconsideration for 

further exam
ination, m

ust distinctly and 
specifically point out the supposed 
errors in the exam

iner's action and 
m

ust reply to every ground of objection 
and rejection in the prior O

ffice action. 
The reply m

ust present argum
ents or 

rem
arks pointing out the specific 

distinctions believed to render the 
claim

s, including any new
ly presented 

claim
s, patentable over any applied 

references. In the am
endm

ent in reply 
to a rejection of claim

s, applicant's 
argum

ents or rem
arks m

ust clearly 
point out the patentable novelty w

hich 
he or she thinks the claim

s present in 
view

 of the references cited or the 
objections m

ade.

A
pplicant R

esponse to P
re-E

xam
 F

orm
alities N

otice
O

ffice of Initial 
P

atent 
E

xam
ination

R
esponse is sent by applicant to a 

notification to file m
issing parts or a 

notification of failure to com
ply w

ith 
reissue rules w

ithin the tim
e period for 

reply as set in the notice.

A
pplicant sum

m
ary of interview

 w
ith exam

iner
G

eneral 
T

ransm
ittal

This letter from
 the applicant provides 

the applicant's sum
m

ary of an interview
 

held w
ith the exam

iner.
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A
pplication D

ata S
heet

A
pplication 

P
art

T
he application data sheet is a sheet 

voluntarily subm
itted in either 

provisional or nonprovisional 
applications and contains bibliographic 
data, arranged in a form

at specified by 
the U

S
P

T
O

. S
upplem

ental application 
data sheets m

ay be subm
itted prior to 

paym
ent of the issue fee either to 

correct or update inform
ation in a 

previously subm
itted application data 

sheet.

A
uthorization for E

xtension of Tim
e for all replies

G
eneral 

T
ransm

ittal
In response to m

ost actions issued by 
the U

S
P

T
O

, applicant is required to 
respond w

ithin a shortened statutory 
tim

e. T
he applicant m

ay extend that 
period up to the m

axim
um

 6 m
onth 

period set by statute by filing a w
ritten 

request and the appropriate fee. The 
request m

ay include a blanket 
authorization from

 applicant to cover 
any concurrent or future reply requiring 
an extension.

A
uthorization to access U

S
 filed P

atent A
pplication by T

rilateral O
ffices

G
eneral 

T
ransm

ittal
T

his docum
ent is an authorization from

 
a U

S
 applicant perm

itting access to 
their electronic U

S
 P

atent A
pplications 

by participating International O
ffices.

C
hange of A

ddress
C

hange of 
A

ddress or 
A

ttorney

W
here an attorney or agent of record 

(or applicant, if he or she is prosecuting 
the application pro se) changes his or 
her correspondence address, he or she 
is responsible for prom

ptly notifying the 
U

S
P

TO
 of the new

 correspondence 
address (including ZIP

 C
ode). The 

notification should also include his or 
her telephone num

ber. A
 change of 

correspondence address m
ust be 

signed by an attorney or agent of 
record.
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C
laim

s
A

pplication 
P

art
T

he claim
 is that part of a patent 

application particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claim

ing the subject m
atter 

w
hich the applicant regards as the 

invention or discovery.

C
ontinued P

rosecution A
pplication - C

ontinuation (A
C

P
A

)
C

ontinued 
P

rosecution
A

 C
ontinued P

rosecution A
pplication 

(C
P

A
) is filed by applicant before 

abandonm
ent or term

ination of 
proceedings of a prior application and 
requests express abandonm

ent of that 
prior application. T

he C
P

A
 discloses 

and claim
s only subject m

atter 
disclosed in the prior application.

C
ontinuing P

rosecution A
pplication - D

ivisional (D
C

P
A

)
C

ontinued 
P

rosecution
A

 C
ontinued P

rosecution A
pplication 

(C
P

A
) is filed by applicant before 

abandonm
ent or term

ination of 
proceedings of a prior application and 
requests express abandonm

ent of that 
prior application. T

he C
P

A
 discloses 

and claim
s only subject m

atter 
disclosed in the prior application. T

he 
C

P
A

 m
ay be either a continuation or a 

D
ivisional C

P
A

. In the D
ivisional C

P
A

 
(D

C
P

A
), applicant requests 

prosecution of claim
s that w

ere 
directed to the non-elected invention in 
the prior application.

D
ocum

ents subm
itted w

ith 371 A
pplications

A
pplication 

P
art

For an international application 
designating the U

nited S
tates, to begin 

the national stage, an applicant files 
International B

ureau docum
ents 

including the international application, a 
translation if necessary, and other 
docum

ents such as an international 
search report and a prelim

inary 
exam

ination report.

D
raw

ings
A

pplication 
P

art
W

here it is necessary to understand 
the invention, a com

plete application 
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m
ust include draw

ings illustrating the 
disclosed invention.

E
xtension of T

im
e

G
eneral 

T
ransm

ittal
If applicant is required to respond w

ithin 
a shortened statutory tim

e, the 
applicant m

ay extend that period up to 
the m

axim
um

 6 m
onth period set by 

statute by filling a w
ritten request and 

the appropriate fee.

Fee W
orksheet (P

TO
-875)

G
eneral 

T
ransm

ittal
Fee w

orksheet is found at the end of 
the application used by the T

echnical 
A

dm
inistrative S

taff to determ
ine the 

am
ount of fees due from

 the applicant. 
T

his w
orksheet can also include 

various other paym
ent related internal 

docum
ents.

Foreign R
eference

Inform
ation 

D
isclosure 

S
tatem

ent

The foreign references originally cited 
by the E

xam
iner or the applicant are 

m
ade of record in the application and 

are view
able in IFW

.

Incom
ing S

pecification - N
ot in E

nglish
A

pplication 
P

art
The w

ritten portion of the application is 
subm

itted by the applicant describing 
the invention that is not subm

itted in 
E

nglish.

Inform
ation D

isclosure S
tatem

ent (ID
S

) F
iled

Inform
ation 

D
isclosure 

S
tatem

ent

The applicant provides an Inform
ation 

D
isclosure S

tatem
ent (ID

S
) at the 

earliest possible stage of prosecution 
detailing the m

ost pertinent references 
know

n to applicant. T
he E

xam
iner is to 

consider each reference cited in the 
ID

S
 prior to the next O

ffice action on 
the m

erits.

Issue F
ee P

aym
ent R

ecorded
G

eneral 
T

ransm
ittal

W
hen an application is ready to be 

issued, the E
xam

iner provides the 
issue inform

ation on the Issue 
C

lassification form
. T

his inform
ation 

includes the status of the claim
s, their 

final num
bers for the issued patent, the 
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original U
.S

. C
lass and S

ubclass, the 
U

.S
. cross reference C

lass(es) and 
S

ubclass(es), the claim
 and the 

draw
ing figure to be printed in the 

O
fficial G

azette, and the total num
ber 

of claim
s being allow

ed. The P
rim

ary 
E

xam
iner and the A

ssistant E
xam

iner 
(if any) type in their nam

e and sign the 
form

.

Letter requesting E
xpress A

bandonm
ent of the application

G
eneral 

T
ransm

ittal
A

t any tim
e during the prosecution of 

the application, applicant m
ay file a 

letter expressly abandoning the 
application.

Letter R
equesting Interview

 w
ith E

xam
iner

G
eneral 

T
ransm

ittal
Interview

s w
ith exam

iners concerning 
applications and other m

atters pending 
before the O

ffice m
ust be conducted on 

O
ffice prem

ises and w
ithin O

ffice 
hours. A

n interview
 should norm

ally be 
arranged for in advance, as by letter or 
telephone call, in order to insure that 
the prim

ary exam
iner and/or the 

exam
iner in charge of the application 

w
ill be present and available in the 

O
ffice.

Letter R
equesting S

uspension of P
rosecution

G
eneral 

T
ransm

ittal
A

n applicant m
ay file a petition to 

suspend action in an application for a 
specific period of tim

e for good and 
sufficient reasons. A

n exam
ple w

ould 
be w

here a request for continued 
exam

ination is m
ade before a 

prelim
inary am

endm
ent is filed. The 

suspension w
ould be requested to 

prevent having the case exam
ined 

before the prelim
inary am

endm
ent is 

entered.

Letter to O
fficial D

raftsm
an F

iled P
/E

G
eneral 

T
ransm

ittal
W

here applicant files a reply to a 
request for draw

ing corrections in an 
application, the applicant sends that 
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reply to the O
fficial D

raftsm
an 

requesting approval of the changes.

M
iscellaneous Incom

ing Letter
G

eneral 
T

ransm
ittal

A
 m

iscellaneous incom
ing letter from

 
applicant shall be subm

itted any tim
e 

during prosecution that is not directed 
to a requirem

ent, notice or O
ffice action 

sent by the U
S

P
T

O
.

N
ew

 or A
dditional D

raw
ings

G
eneral 

T
ransm

ittal
T

ransm
ittal letter is filed by applicant 

during prosecution of an application 
indicating that new

 or additional 
draw

ings w
ere subm

itted.

N
onpublication request from

 applicant, filed as a separate paper
...

N
otice of A

ppeal Filed
B

oard of 
P

atent 
A

ppeals

A
fter tw

o rejections from
 the E

xam
iner, 

applicant m
ay file an A

ppeal N
otice 

noting that applicant (now
 appellant) is 

appealing the E
xam

iner's decision. T
he 

appeal is to be decided upon by an 
adm

inistrative patent judge from
 the 

B
oard of P

atent A
ppeals and 

Interferences w
ithin the U

S
P

TO
. The 

judge w
eighs the evidence in the 

A
ppeal B

rief and in an E
xam

iner's 
A

nsw
er to reach a decision

N
P

L D
ocum

ents
Inform

ation 
D

isclosure 
S

tatem
ent

D
ocum

ent code is used for indicating 
N

on P
atent Literature (N

P
L) subm

itted 
by applicant or cited by the exam

iner.

O
ath or D

eclaration filed
A

n oath or declaration filed as a part of 
a nonprovisional application m

ust be 
signed by a person w

ho understands 
the docum

ent that the person is 
signing, identify each inventor by full 
nam

e, identify the country of 
citizenship of each inventor and state 
that the person m

aking the oath or 
declaration believes the nam

ed inventor 
or inventors to be the original and first 
inventor or inventors of the subject 
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m
atter w

hich is claim
ed and for w

hich a 
patent is sought. T

he oath or 
declaration m

ust also identify the 
application to w

hich it is directed, state 
that the person m

aking the oath or 
declaration has review

ed and 
understands the contents of the 
application, including the claim

s, as 
am

ended by any am
endm

ent 
specifically referred to in the oath or 
declaration, and state that the person 
m

aking the oath or declaration 
acknow

ledges the duty to disclose to 
the O

ffice all inform
ation know

n to the 
person to be m

aterial to patentability.

P
atent T

erm
 E

xtension A
pplication U

nder 35 U
S

C
 156 F

iled
G

eneral 
T

ransm
ittal

If a product is required to be review
ed 

by the F
D

A
 or the D

ept of A
griculture, 

a patent claim
ing the product, a 

m
ethod of use of the product, and/or a 

m
ethod of m

anufacturing the product 
m

ay be eligible for extension. To obtain 
an extension, an application m

ust be 
filed pursuant to 35 U

S
C

 156.

P
etition for review

 and processing by the O
ffice of P

etitions
P

etition
A

n incom
ing petition from

 applicant is 
sent to the official w

ho has been 
delegated w

ith the authority to decide 
the petition. S

om
e petitions are 

delegated to the O
ffice of P

etitions to 
act on the decision or continue 
prosecution.

P
etition for review

 and processing by the Technology C
enter S

P
R

E
P

etition
A

n incom
ing petition from

 applicant is 
sent to the official w

ho has been 
delegated w

ith the authority to decide 
the petition. S

om
e petitions are 

delegated to the Technology C
enter 

S
pecial P

rogram
 E

xam
iner to act on 

the decision or continue prosecution.
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P
etition for review

 and processing depending on status
P

etition
A

n incom
ing petition from

 applicant is 
sent to the official w

ho has been 
delegated w

ith the authority to decide 
the petition. F

or som
e petitions, the 

office that is to review
 and process a 

petition is determ
ined based on the 

processing status of the application as 
defined by the P

A
LM

 status codes.

P
etition to W

ithdraw
 from

 Issue
P

rior to paying the issue fee, applicant 
can request that the O

ffice w
ithdraw

 an 
application from

 issue upon filing a 
petition including the fee and a show

ing 
of good and sufficient reasons w

hy 
w

ithdraw
al of the application from

 issue 
is necessary. O

nce the issue fee has 
been paid, the application w

ill only be 
w

ithdraw
n from

 issue upon filing a 
petition by applicant indicating 
unpatentability of one of m

ore claim
s. 

T
he petition m

ust be accom
panied by 

an unequivocal statem
ent that one or 

m
ore claim

s are unpatentable, an 
am

endm
ent to the unpatentable 

claim
s, and an explanation as to how

 
the am

endm
ent causes the claim

s to 
be patentable.

P
ow

er of A
ttorney (m

ay include A
ssociate P

O
A

)
C

hange of 
A

ddress or 
A

ttorney

A
pplicant m

ay file a change in P
ow

er of 
A

ttorney at any tim
e during prosecution 

of an application. T
he P

O
A

 indicates 
representatives given perm

ission to act 
on behalf of the inventor or assignee to 
prosecute an application.

P
ow

er to M
ake C

opies and/or Inspect
C

hange of 
A

ddress or 
A

ttorney

W
ritten authority signed by an 

applicant, an attorney or agent of 
record, an authorized official of an 
assignee or a registered attorney or 
agent nam

ed in the papers 
accom

panying the application papers 
can be subm

itted to give access to an 
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application to any person. T
his w

ritten 
authority gives the nam

ed person or 
persons a pow

er to inspect and m
ake 

copies of the application. A
n 

unrestricted pow
er to inspect given by 

an applicant is recognized as in effect 
until rescinded.

P
relim

inary A
m

endm
ent

A
m

endm
ent

A
m

endm
ent filed by the applicant prior 

to the E
xam

iner issuing an office action 
that is based on the m

erits of the 
application.

R
eply B

rief Filed
B

oard of 
P

atent 
A

ppeals

In response to an E
xam

iner's A
nsw

er 
prepared by the E

xam
iner follow

ing 
appellant's appeal brief to the B

oard of 
P

atent A
ppeals and Interferences, 

appellant has a right to file a reply brief 
w

ithin tw
o m

onths of the m
ailing date of 

the E
xam

iner's A
nsw

er.

R
equest for C

ertificate of C
orrection

O
ffice of 

P
atent 

P
ublication

W
henever a m

istake of a m
inor 

character appears in a patent and a 
show

ing has been m
ade that such 

m
istake occurred in good faith, the 

applicant m
ay request that the U

S
P

T
O

 
issue a certificate of correction. T

he 
certificate is then attached to each 
printed copy of the patent, and the 
certificate is considered as part of the 
original patent.

R
equest for C

ontinued E
xam

ination (R
C

E
)

If prosecution in an application is 
closed, an applicant m

ay request 
continued exam

ination (R
C

E
) of the 

application by filing a subm
ission and 

the fee prior to paym
ent of the issue 

fee, abandonm
ent of the application, or 

the filing of a notice of appeal. A
 

subm
ission includes, but is not lim

ited 
to, an inform

ation disclosure 
statem

ent, an am
endm

ent to the 
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w
ritten description, claim

s, or 
draw

ings, new
 argum

ents, or new
 

evidence in support of patentability. The 
U

S
P

TO
 w

ill w
ithdraw

 the finality of any 
O

ffice action and the subm
ission w

ill 
be entered and considered.

R
equest for C

orrected Filing R
eceipt

O
ffice of Initial 

P
atent 

E
xam

ination

W
hen an application is initially filed, 

applicant is inform
ed of the application 

num
ber and filing date by a filing 

receipt sent out by the U
S

P
T

O
. If 

applicant discovers an error in the filing 
receipt, applicant m

ay send a request 
to the U

S
P

TO
 to correct the error.

R
equest for C

orrected N
otice of A

llow
ance

O
ffice of 

P
atent 

P
ublication

If, on exam
ination, it appears that the 

applicant is entitled to a patent under 
the law

, a N
otice of A

llow
ance is sent 

to the applicant. T
he N

otice of 
A

llow
ance specifies an issue fee that 

m
ust be paid w

ithin three m
onths from

 
the date of m

ailing of the N
otice of 

A
llow

ance to avoid abandonm
ent of the 

application. A
pplicant m

ay file 
necessary am

endm
ents, assignm

ents, 
petitions, inform

ation disclosure 
statem

ents, or other papers prior to the 
date of issue fee paym

ent. O
ne such 

paper is a request for a corrected 
N

otice of A
llow

ance, w
here som

e 
inform

ation on the N
otice of A

llow
ance 

is incorrect.

R
equest for C

orrected P
atent A

pplication P
ublications

P
re-G

rant 
P

ublication
The O

ffice w
ill grant a request for a 

corrected or revised patent application 
publication from

 applicant w
hen the 

O
ffice m

akes a m
aterial m

istake w
hich 

is apparent from
 O

ffice records. A
ny 

request for a corrected or revised 
patent application publication from

 
applicant m

ust be filed w
ithin tw

o 
m

onths from
 the date of the patent 
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application publication and include an 
indication of the m

istake.

R
equest for E

arly P
ublication

P
re-G

rant 
P

ublication
A

pplications are norm
ally published 18 

m
onths after they are filed. A

pplicant 
m

ay request that his or her application 
be published earlier than that date.

R
equest for E

xpedited P
rocessing for D

esign R
ocket D

ocket A
pplication

G
eneral 

T
ransm

ittal
A

 request is sent by applicant to 
expedite the processing and 
exam

ination of a D
esign application. 

The request m
ust be received prior to 

an exam
iner's action. T

he request m
ust 

include a subm
ission of request w

ith 
fee, draw

ings, a statem
ent that a 

preexam
ination search w

as conducted 
indicating the field of search w

ith an 
Inform

ation D
isclosure S

tatem
ent (ID

S
) 

and that the application is in condition 
for exam

ination.

R
equest for R

econsideration of B
P

A
I D

ecision
B

oard of 
P

atent 
A

ppeals

The E
xam

iner m
ay request rehearing of 

the decision of the B
oard of P

atent 
A

ppeals and Interferences. A
ll requests 

by the E
xam

iner to the B
oard for 

rehearing of a decision m
ust be 

approved by the TC
 D

irector and m
ust 

also be forw
arded to the O

ffice of the 
D

eputy C
om

m
issioner for P

atent 
E

xam
ination P

olicy for approval before 
m

ailing. T
he request should set a 

period of 1 m
onth for the appellant to 

file a reply. A
fter the period set for 

appellant to file a reply has expired, the 
application file w

ill be forw
arded to the 

B
oard.

R
equest for R

efund
G

eneral 
T

ransm
ittal

A
 form

al request m
ade from

 the 
applicant to refund fees paid during the 
prosecution of an application. The 
request m

ust include reasons 
indicating w

hy the fees are to be 
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refunded. A
ny request for refund m

ust 
be filed w

ithin tw
o years from

 the date 
the fee w

as paid.

R
equest for R

efund of P
ublication Fee P

aid
P

re-G
rant 

P
ublication

U
pon filing a request to w

ithdraw
 the 

request for publication, applicant m
ay 

also include a request for a refund of 
any am

ount paid in excess of the 
application filing fee and a handling fee 
as set forth by the U

S
P

TO
. The 

request for refund of the publication fee 
m

ust be filed prior to the publication of 
the application.

R
equest for R

ule 1.138(c) E
xpress A

bandonm
ent to avoid publication

P
re-G

rant 
P

ublication
A

n applicant seeking to abandon an 
application to avoid publication of the 
application m

ust subm
it a declaration 

of express abandonm
ent by w

ay of a 
petition including a fee in sufficient tim

e 
to recognize the abandonm

ent and 
rem

ove the application from
 the 

publication process. A
pplicant should 

subm
it the declaration of express 

abandonm
ent, petition and fee m

ore 
than four w

eeks prior to the projected 
date of publication.

R
equest for status of A

pplication
G

eneral 
T

ransm
ittal

T
his letter from

 the applicant is a 
sim

ple request for the status of the 
application, such as the tim

e until a 
first action can be expected

R
equest to W

ithdraw
 A

ppeal by A
ppellant

B
oard of 

P
atent 

A
ppeals

A
ppellant m

ay file a request to 
w

ithdraw
 an appeal to the B

oard of 
P

atent A
ppeals and Interferences. If no 

claim
s are allow

ed, the w
ithdraw

al is 
an express abandonm

ent. If som
e 

claim
s are allow

ed, the w
ithdraw

al is 
the equivalent of an am

endm
ent 

canceling the appealed claim
s.

R
equest under R

ule 129 to R
eopen P

rosecution
C

ontinued 
A

n applicant in an application, other 
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P
rosecution

than for reissue or a design patent, that 
has been pending for at least tw

o years 
as of June 8, 1995 can request to have 
prosecution reopened for exam

ination. 
A

pplicant is entitled to have a first 
subm

ission entered and considered on 
the m

erits after a final rejection on the 
m

erits has closed prosecution if the 
first subm

ission and the fee are filed 
prior to the filing of an appeal brief and 
prior to abandonm

ent of the application. 
The finality of the final rejection is 
autom

atically w
ithdraw

n upon the 
tim

ely filing of the subm
ission and 

paym
ent of the fee. A

 subm
ission 

includes, but is not lim
ited to, an 

inform
ation disclosure statem

ent, an 
am

endm
ent to the w

ritten description, 
claim

s or draw
ings and a new

 
substantive argum

ent or new
 evidence 

in support of patentability.

R
equest under R

ule 48 correcting inventorship.
A

pplicant can file a request to correct 
inventorship under R

ule 48 at any tim
e 

during prosecution of an application.

R
escind N

onpublication R
equest for P

re G
rant P

ublication
A

n applicant m
ay rescind at any tim

e a 
prior filed request that an application 
not be published. T

his request w
ill 

result in the publication of the 
application at eighteen m

onths from
 the 

filing date of the application or as of the 
request to rescind the nonpublication 
request, w

hichever is earlier.

R
esponse after E

x P
arte Q

uayle A
ction

A
m

endm
ent

A
n E

x parte Q
uayle action is an O

ffice 
action noting that all claim

s are 
allow

able and the application is in 
condition for allow

ance except as to 
m

atters of form
 such as correction of 

the specification or a new
 oath. A

n E
x 

parte Q
uayle action closes prosecution 
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on the m
erits. A

 proper response from
 

the applicant to an E
x parte Q

uayle 
action is lim

ited to correcting these 
m

atters of form
.

R
esponse to E

lection / R
estriction F

iled
A

m
endm

ent
R

estriction is a generic term
 that 

includes the practice of requiring an 
election betw

een distinct inventions, for 
exam

ple, election betw
een com

bination 
and subcom

bination inventions, and the 
practice relating to an election betw

een 
independent inventions, for exam

ple, an 
election of species. A

n E
xam

iner m
ay 

m
ake a restriction requirem

ent w
hen an 

application m
ay properly support 

separate patents and they are either 
independent or distinct. T

he E
xam

iner 
m

ay m
ake this request either over the 

telephone, in w
hich case the 

applicant's response is recorded in the 
next O

ffice action, or in a separate 
letter m

aking the E
lection or 

R
estriction requirem

ent. In the latter 
case, the applicant responds to this 
requirem

ent in a separate response 
electing an invention or species to be 
exam

ined.

R
esponse to P

re-E
xam

 S
equence N

otice
The U

S
P

TO
 w

ill send applicant a 
notification of a failure to com

ply w
ith 

the sequence rules and include an 
analysis of any subm

itted com
puter 

readable form
. U

pon detection during 
the preexam

ination processing of 
dam

age or a deficiency, a notice w
ill be 

sent to the applicant detailing the 
dam

age or deficiency and setting a tw
o 

m
onth period for reply. A

pplicant m
ust 

respond to the notice w
ithin the 

indicated tim
e period and supply any 

inform
ation required.
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R
esponse to R

ule 105 C
om

m
unication

G
eneral 

T
ransm

ittal
If an E

xam
iner determ

ines that he or 
she does not have all inform

ation 
reasonably necessary to properly 
exam

ine or treat a m
atter in a pending 

application, the E
xam

iner m
ay require 

additional inform
ation from

 the 
applicant or any assignee. A

pplicant's 
response to a R

equirem
ent for 

Inform
ation m

ust include a com
plete 

response to each enum
erated 

requirem
ent for inform

ation giving either 
the inform

ation required or a statem
ent 

that the inform
ation required to be 

subm
itted is unknow

n and/or is not 
readily available to the party or parties 
from

 w
hich it w

as requested. There is 
no requirem

ent for the applicant to 
show

 that the required inform
ation w

as 
not readily attainable, but applicant is 
required to m

ake a good faith attem
pt 

to obtain the inform
ation and to m

ake a 
reasonable inquiry once the inform

ation 
is requested.

R
ule 131 or 132 A

ffidavits
A

pplication 
P

art
W

hen a reference applied by the 
E

xam
iner has a patent or publication 

date less than 1 year before the U
.S

. 
filing date of the application being 
exam

ined, applicant m
ay file an 

affidavit under R
ule 131 to show

 prior 
inventorship to overcom

e the rejection. 
E

vidence not otherw
ise provided for 

subm
itted by applicant to overcom

e a 
rejection or objection is subm

itted as 
an affidavit under R

ule 132. E
xhibits 

m
ay be supplied to support either type 

of affidavit. A
ffidavits are norm

ally 
subm

itted prior to a final rejection.

S
pecification

A
pplication 

P
art

The w
ritten portion of the application is 

subm
itted by the applicant describing 
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the invention.

S
tatus Letter M

ailed to A
pplicant

G
eneral 

T
ransm

ittal
A

t any tim
e during prosecution of an 

application, applicant can request to 
know

 the status of an application. T
he 

U
S

P
T

O
 responds to the request 

indicating the current status of the 
application after determ

ination is m
ade 

that the person requesting the status is 
of record in the application. T

his letter 
to applicant w

ill also be used to 
acknow

ledge receipt of an application 
and docum

ents received by the 
E

lectronic F
iling S

ystem
 (E

F
S

).

S
upplem

ental A
m

endm
ent after F

inal R
ejection

A
m

endm
ent

S
upplem

ental A
m

endm
ent provided by 

the applicant after the exam
iner closes 

prosecution w
ith a final rejection. 

A
m

endm
ent m

ay or m
ay not be 

entered by the exam
iner. The 

S
upplem

ental A
m

endm
ent after F

inal 
R

ejection m
ust be received prior to an 

exam
iner's O

ffice A
ction in response to 

the original am
endm

ent after final.

S
upplem

ental A
ppeal B

rief
B

oard of 
P

atent 
A

ppeals

W
here prosecution is reopened by the 

prim
ary exam

iner after an appeal or 
reply brief has been filed, appellant 
m

ust either file a reply to the new
 office 

action or request a reinstatem
ent of the 

appeal to avoid abandonm
ent of the 

application. If reinstatem
ent of the 

appeal is requested by appellant, such 
request m

ust be accom
panied by a 

supplem
ental appeal brief, but no new

 
am

endm
ents, affidavits or other 

evidence are perm
itted. The 

supplem
ental appeal brief m

ust follow
 

the sam
e rules for filing an appeal brief. 

A
ppellant also m

ay file a S
upplem

ental 
A

ppeal B
rief after filing an A

ppeal B
rief 

and prior to the E
xam

iner's A
nsw

er.



D
ocum

ent D
escription (sorted by D

escription)
http://w

w
w

.uspto.gov/ebc/portal/infodocum
ents.htm

19 of 20
3/5/2006 3:28 PM

S
upplem

ental R
esponse or S

upplem
ental A

m
endm

ent
A

m
endm

ent
S

upplem
ental R

esponse filed by the 
applicant at any tim

e during 
prosecution in response to a 
com

m
unication issued by the U

S
P

T
O

 
to address inform

alities, corrections to 
the application or to augm

ent 
argum

ents or a prior am
endm

ent 
subm

itted.

T
erm

inal D
isclaim

er F
iled

A
pplication 

P
art

A
 tim

ely filed term
inal disclaim

er m
ay 

be filed by applicant to overcom
e an 

actual or provisional rejection based on 
a nonstatutory double patenting ground 
provided the conflicting application or 
patent is show

n to be com
m

only 
ow

ned w
ith this application. T

he 
purpose of a term

inal disclaim
er is to 

obviate a double patenting rejection by 
rem

oving the potential harm
 to the 

public by issuing a second patent, and 
not to rem

ove a patent as prior art.

Translation of a provisional application filed w
ith a non provisional

A
pplication 

P
art

If a nonprovisional application 
subm

itted to the U
S

P
T

O
 claim

s priority 
to a non-E

nglish language provisional 
application, applicant m

ust subm
it an 

E
nglish language translation of the 

provisional application and a statem
ent 

that the translation is accurate in order 
to be granted the priority date claim

ed. 
T

he E
nglish language translation m

ust 
be subm

itted during the pendency of 
the nonprovisional application, and 
w

ithin the later of four m
onths from

 the 
actual filing date of the nonprovisional 
application or sixteen m

onths from
 the 

filing date of the prior provisional 
application.

T
ranslation of F

oreign P
riority D

ocum
ents

A
pplication 

P
art

A
n application m

ay be entitled to the 
benefit of the filing date of a prior 
application filed in a foreign country, to 



D
ocum

ent D
escription (sorted by D

escription)
http://w

w
w

.uspto.gov/ebc/portal/infodocum
ents.htm

20 of 20
3/5/2006 3:28 PM

overcom
e an intervening reference or for 

sim
ilar purposes. A

s part of claim
ing 

the benefit of foreign priority, applicant 
is required to file a certified copy of the 
original foreign application, 
specification, and draw

ings upon w
hich 

it is based. If the priority papers are not 
in the E

nglish language, a translation is 
required that m

ay be filed w
ith the 

priority papers or at a later tim
e.

T
ransm

ittal of N
ew

 A
pplication

G
eneral 

T
ransm

ittal
U

pon filing any papers to the U
S

P
TO

 
regarding the filing of a new

 application, 
applicant includes a transm

ittal letter 
indicating the contents of the 
subm

ission, including any fees that 
m

ay accom
pany the papers. T

his letter 
usually includes the E

xpress M
ail 

C
ertificate of M

ailing. T
his transm

ittal 
letter corresponds to the transm

ittal 
letter in a P

C
T application.

D
o

cu
m

en
t In

d
exin

g
 

G
eneral rules for docum

ent description indexing

K
E
Y: 

=
o
n
lin

e
 b

u
sin

e
ss sy

ste
m

 
=

fe
e
s 

=
form

s
=

h
elp

 
=

la
w

s/re
g
u
la

tio
n
s 

=
d
e
fin

itio
n
 (g

lo
ssa

ry)

S
end questions about U

S
P

T
O

 p
ro

g
ram

s an
d

 services to U
S

P
TO

 C
ontact C

enter(U
C

C
).

H
ave a suggestion for m

ore m
aterial for this custom

er profile? E
-m

ail su
g

g
estio

n
s to

 th
e w

eb
m

aster@
u

sp
to

.g
o

v
. W

hile w
e cannot prom

ise to accom
m

odate all requests, your suggestions w
ill be

considered and m
ay lead to other im

provem
ents to the w

eb site.

|
.H

O
M

E
 | S

IT
E

 IN
D

E
X

| S
E

A
R

C
H

 | eB
U

S
IN

E
S

S
 | H

E
L

P
 | P

R
IV

A
C

Y
 P

O
L

IC
Y 

L
a
st M

o
d
ifie

d
: 0

2
/2

4
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0
0
6
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9
:3

2
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U
n

ite
d

 S
ta

te
s P

a
te

n
t a

n
d

 T
ra

d
e
m

a
rk

 O
ffice

H
o

m
e|

S
ite

 In
d

e
x|

S
e
a
rch|

F
A

Q
|

G
lo

ssa
ry|

G
u

id
e
s|

C
o

n
ta

cts|
eB

u
sin

e
ss|

e
B

iz
 a

le
rts|

N
e
w

s|
H

e
lp

P
atent E

B
C

 >
 P

aten
t P

o
rtals

 >
 E

F
S

-W
eb

 B
eta U

sers >
 H

o
w

 to
 In

d
e

x
 D

o
c
u

m
e

n
t C

o
d

e
s

A
b

o
u

t E
F
S

|
F
A

Q
s

|
T
o
o
ls

|
T
u

to
ria

ls
 

The E
FS

 Team
 has noticed m

any issues regarding the m
is-indexing of docum

ent codes. W
e also realize that this w

ill be a 
large user education com

ponent for the E
FS

 Team
 in the future. W

e hope to begin the education w
ith you, our P

hase I 
E

FS
-W

eb B
eta Team

, and look for your assistance in educating others.

P
lease, take a look at the follow

ing general rules for docum
ent description indexing. If you desire further education on the 

proper indexing of docum
ents, reference the D

o
cu

m
en

t D
escrip

tio
n

s [ located on the E
FS

-W
eb page under H

elp
 &

 
Tutorial > Tools

 > D
ocum

ent D
escriptions] or e-m

ail the E
F

S
B

E
T

A
@

U
S

P
T

O
.G

O
V

 m
ailbox and a m

em
ber of the 

E
FS

-W
eb team

 w
ill be happy to assist. 

G
en

eral R
u

les fo
r D

o
cu

m
en

t In
d

exin
g

 are as fo
llo

w
s:

A
p

p
licatio

n
s m

u
st b

e b
ro

ken
 o

u
t in

to
 its ap

p
ro

p
riate sectio

n
s 

1.

S
pecification 

C
laim

s 
A

bstract 
D

raw
ing 

P
ap

er asso
ciated

 w
ith

 A
m

en
d

m
en

ts m
ust be separated out to different docum

ent descriptions. Typical 
am

endm
ent w

ill include: 
2.

A
m

en
d

m
en

t tran
sm

ittal d
o

cu
m

en
t. This is the first docum

ent discussing the type of am
endm

ent being filed: 
A

m
endm

ent after N
on-Final 

A
m

endm
ent after N

otice of A
llow

ance (R
ule 312) 

P
relim

inary A
m

endm
ent 

A
m

endm
ent after Final 

A
p

p
licatio

n
 P

arts (if they exist):

P
A

T
E

N
T

S   
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S
pecification 

C
laim

s 
A

bstract 
D

raw
ings 

R
em

arks (A
pplicant A

rgum
ents or R

em
arks M

ade in an A
m

endm
ent) docum

ent description 

F
o

reig
n

 R
eferen

ces an
d

 B
ackfile N

P
L

 D
o

cu
m

en
ts (N

on-patent literature) m
ust be separated out as separate 

docum
ents 

3.

A
p

p
eal B

riefs do n
o

t have to have the “C
laim

s” section separated out. 
4.

P
etitio

n
s that are accom

panied w
ith

 A
m

en
d

m
en

ts m
ust have separate application parts docum

ents descriptions 
as m

entioned above, 
but if the petition cites the application part that part should not be separated out.

5.

K
E
Y: 

=
o
n
lin

e
 b

u
sin

e
ss sy

ste
m

 
=

fe
e
s 

=
form

s
=

h
elp

 
=

la
w

s/re
g
u
la

tio
n
s 

=
d
e
fin

itio
n
 (g

lo
ssa

ry)

S
end questions about U

S
P

T
O

 p
ro

g
ram

s an
d

 services to U
S

P
TO

 C
ontact C

enter(U
C

C
).

H
ave a suggestion for m

ore m
aterial for this custom

er profile? E
-m

ail su
g

g
estio

n
s to

 th
e w

eb
m

aster@
u

sp
to

.g
o

v
. W

hile w
e cannot prom

ise to accom
m

odate all requests , your suggestions w
ill

be considered and m
ay lead to other im

provem
ents to the w

eb site.

|
.H

O
M

E
 | S

IT
E

 IN
D

E
X

| S
E

A
R

C
H

 | eB
U

S
IN

E
S

S
 | H

E
L

P
 | P

R
IV

A
C

Y
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O
L
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Y 

L
a
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o
d
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1
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1
 o

f 2
3

/5
/2

0
0

6
 1

:4
0

 P
M

U
n
ite

d
 S
ta
te
s
 P
a
te
n
t a

n
d
 T
r
a
d
e
m
a
r
k
 O
ffic

e

H
o
m
e
|
S
ite

 I
n
d
e
x
|
S
e
a
r
c
h
|
F
A
Q
|
G
lo
s
s
a
r
y
|
G
u
id
e
s|
C
o
n
ta
c
ts|
e
B
u
s
in
e
s
s|
e
B
iz
 a
le
r
ts|

N
e
w
s|
H
e
lp

P
a
te

n
t E

B
C
 >
 P

a
te

n
t P

o
rta

ls
 >
 E

F
S

-W
e
b

 H
e
lp

 &
 T

u
to

ria
l >

 B
e
n
e
fits

A
b
o
u
t E

F
S

|
F
A
Q
s

|
T
o
o
ls

|
T
u
to
r
ia
ls

E
F

S
-W

e
b

 B
e

n
e

fits
 

E
F

S
-W

e
b

 is
 s

a
fe

. F
ilin

g
s
 m

a
d

e
 w

ith
 E

F
S

-W
e

b
 p

ro
v
id

e
 y

o
u

 w
ith

 th
e

 s
a

m
e

 le
g
a

l p
ro

te
c
tio

n
 a

s
 p

a
p

e
r-b

a
s
e

d
 filin

g
s
. Y

o
u

 
re

c
e

iv
e

 a
n

 e
le

c
tro

n
ic

 re
c
e

ip
t a

n
d

 c
o

n
firm

a
tio

n
, a

s
 w

e
ll a

s
 th

e
 a

b
ility

 to
 p

rin
t th

e
 re

c
e

ip
t fo

r y
o

u
r re

c
o

rd
s
, a

ffirm
in

g
 y

o
u

r 
re

c
e

ip
t d

a
te

. 
E

F
S

-W
e

b
 is

 s
im

p
le

. E
v
e

n
 th

e
 la

rg
e

s
t a

n
d

 m
o

s
t c

o
m

p
le

x
 p

a
te

n
t a

p
p

lic
a

tio
n

s
 c

a
n

 b
e

 s
u

b
m

itte
d

 b
y
 a

tta
c
h

in
g
 P

D
F

 file
s
 

a
n

d
 fillin

g
 o

u
t a

 fe
w

 s
im

p
le

 w
e

b
 s

c
re

e
n

s
. 

E
F

S
-W

e
b

 is
 s

e
c

u
re

 . E
F

S
-W

e
b

 s
u

b
m

is
s
io

n
s
 a

re
 p

ro
te

c
te

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 s
ta

te
-o

f-th
e

-a
rt s

e
c
u

rity
 m

e
th

o
d

s
, in

c
lu

d
in

g
 

T
ra

n
s
p

o
rt L

a
y
e

r S
e

c
u

rity
 (T

L
S

), a
n

d
 if y

o
u

 s
ig

n
 u

p
 a

s
 a

 re
g
is

te
re

d
 file

r, D
ig

ita
l C

e
rtific

a
te

s
, o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 m

o
s
t s

e
c
u

re
 

m
e

th
o

d
s
 n

o
w

 a
v
a

ila
b

le
. 

E
F

S
-W

e
b

 is
 fa

s
t. In

 ju
s
t a

 fe
w

 m
in

u
te

s
 a

n
d

 u
s
in

g
 a

 fe
w

 w
e

b
 s

c
re

e
n

s
, y

o
u

 c
a

n
 s

u
b

m
it a

 p
a

te
n

t a
p

p
lic

a
tio

n
, p

a
y
 fo

r y
o

u
r 

filin
g
 a

n
d

 re
c
e

iv
e

 a
n

 a
c
k
n

o
w

le
d

g
m

e
n

t re
c
e

ip
t. 

E
F

S
-W

e
b

 is
 fle

x
ib

le
. E

F
S

-W
e

b
 re

q
u

ire
s
 y

o
u

 to
 m

a
k
e

 n
o

 c
h

a
n

g
e

s
 to

 th
e

 to
o

ls
, p

ro
c
e

s
s
e

s
 o

r w
o

rk
flo

w
s
 y

o
u

 u
s
e

 to
 

a
u

th
o

r p
a

te
n

t a
p

p
lic

a
tio

n
s
 a

n
d

 d
o

c
u

m
e

n
ts

. F
ilin

g
 w

ith
 E

F
S

-W
e

b
 d

o
e

s
 n

o
t re

q
u

ire
 y

o
u

 to
 le

a
rn

 h
o

w
 to

 u
s
e

 n
e

w
 a

u
th

o
rin

g
 

to
o

ls
. 

E
F

S
-W

e
b

 is
 fo

rg
iv

in
g

. E
F

S
-W

e
b

 v
a

lid
a

te
s
 w

h
e

th
e

r th
e

 P
D

F
 file

s
 a

n
d

 d
a

ta
 y

o
u

’re
 try

in
g
 to

 file
 c

a
n

 b
e

 a
c
c
e

p
te

d
 b

e
fo

re
th

e
y
 a

re
 s

u
b

m
itte

d
. If th

e
re

’s
 a

 p
ro

b
le

m
, E

F
S

-W
e

b
 w

ill te
ll y

o
u

 w
h

y
 th

e
 d

o
c
u

m
e

n
t c

a
n

’t b
e

 s
u

b
m

itte
d

 –
 a

llo
w

in
g
 y

o
u

 to
ta

k
e

 c
o

rre
c
tiv

e
 a

c
tio

n
 q

u
ic

k
ly

.

R
e

g
is

te
re

d
 a

n
d

 U
n

re
g

is
te

re
d

 F
ile

rs
 

W
h

ile
 E

F
S

-W
e

b
 g

iv
e

s
 a

n
y
o

n
e

 w
h

o
 a

c
c
e

s
s
e

s
 th

e
 s

ite
 th

e
 a

b
ility

 to
 s

u
b

m
it p

a
te

n
t a

p
p

lic
a

tio
n

s
 a

n
d

 d
o

c
u

m
e

n
ts

, y
o

u
 

c
a

n
 g

e
t m

o
re

 b
e

n
e

fit fro
m

 th
e

 s
y
s
te

m
 a

s
 a

 re
g
is

te
re

d
 file

r, in
c
lu

d
in

g
 filin

g
 fo

llo
w

-o
n

 p
a

p
e

rs
 a

n
d

 s
a

v
in

g
 th

e
 p

a
c
k
a

g
e

 
b

e
fo

re
 s

u
b

m
is

s
io

n
. R

e
g
is

te
rin

g
 is

 e
a

s
y
 a

n
d

 c
a

n
 b

e
 d

o
n

e
 b

y
 s

u
b

m
ittin

g
 p

a
p

e
r fo

rm
s
 to

 th
e

 P
a

te
n

t E
le

c
tro

n
ic

 B
u

s
in

e
s
s

C
e

n
te

r, w
h

ic
h

 w
ill th

e
n

 is
s
u

e
 a

 D
ig

ita
l C

e
rtific

a
te

 th
a

t a
u

th
e

n
tic

a
te

s
 y

o
u

r id
e

n
tity

. 

S
e

c
u

rity
 

E
F

S
-W

e
b

 is
 a

 s
e

c
u

re
 h

o
s
te

d
 a

p
p

lic
a

tio
n

, n
o

 m
a

tte
r w

h
e

th
e

r y
o

u
 a

re
 a

 re
g
is

te
re

d
 o

r a
n

 u
n

re
g
is

te
re

d
 file

r. If y
o

u
 file

 a
s

a
n

 u
n

re
g
is

te
re

d
 file

r, y
o

u
r d

o
c
u

m
e

n
ts

 w
ill b

e
 tra

n
s
m

itte
d

 u
s
in

g
 T

ra
n

s
p

o
rt L

a
y
e

r S
e

c
u

rity
 (T

L
S

) o
r S

e
c
u

re
 S

o
c
k
e

t 
L

a
y
e

r (S
S

L
) p

ro
to

c
o

l. If y
o

u
 c

h
o

o
s
e

 to
 re

g
is

te
r, in

 a
d

d
itio

n
 to

 tra
n

s
m
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p
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This Legal Fram
ew

ork provides guidance on the background statutes, regulations and policies that support the E
lectronic

Filing S
ystem

 – W
eb (E

FS
-W

eb) project. The docum
ent is provided as a reference for applicants, attorneys and agents as

w
ell as their staff using the system

.

B
ackg

ro
u

n
d

S
ince O

ctober 2000, the U
S

P
TO

 has provided eFiling softw
are including tw

o client-side com
ponents. C

urrently those
com

ponents are E
FS

-A
B

X
 for patent application specification authoring and eP

A
V

E
 for form

 generation, validation, and 
subm

ission to the U
S

P
TO

. These products use the A
nnex F standards for X

M
L, security, and data transfer protocol.

E
FS

-A
B

X
 generates an .abx package that contains the P

D
F version of the file and an X

M
L version w

ith all associated files 
needed for rendering in a brow

ser. eP
A

V
E

 generates X
M

L form
s based on user input, allow

s for the .abx file to be
attached, validates the package, and subm

its it to the U
S

P
TO

 for processing. D
ue to low

 adoption rates of eFiling, the
U

S
P

TO
 requested feedback from

 the IP
 com

m
unity and found that users are interested in filing applications using P

D
F, as 

w
ell as, being freed from

 dow
nloading and installing softw

are on their w
orkstations. The P

D
F file form

at is an im
provem

ent
over the im

age file form
at in that the text of docum

ents w
ill be available to the exam

iner for m
ore efficient processing. The 

use of a properly configured W
W

W
 brow

ser on the client side w
ill answ

er requests for a "light" client.

E
F

S
-W

eb

The E
FS

-W
eb interface is a stream

lined approach to eFiling in com
parison to the current eFiling solution, eP

A
V

E
. 

E
FS

-W
eb allow

s for better integration w
ith the current w

orkflow
 for m

ost inventors, law
 firm

s, and corporations. E
FS

-W
eb 

w
ill collect only a few

 data elem
ents on screen. A

ll of the key patent inform
ation collected on form

 fillable P
D

F or user 
created P

D
F files attached to the subm

ission. P
D

F is a de facto standard in the legal com
m

unity. The Federal G
overnm

ent,
the U

S
 court system

s, and num
erous industries and com

m
unities have adopted P

D
F as their preferred electronic exchange

form
at. The IP

 com
m

unity has also identified this form
at as its standard and the U

S
P

TO
 looking to integrate the current P

A
T

E
N

T
S   
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custom
er w

orkflow
 w

ith the new
 E

FS
-W

eb system
 are turning to P

D
Fs.

The advantage of a form
 fillable P

D
F is that the docum

ent form
at is standardized, portable, easy-to-use and the subm

itted 
data is processable by internal system

s at the U
S

P
TO

. This retains the value of X
M

L and the autom
ated processing, and 

gives the user an easy-to-use m
ethod of collecting and presenting the data to the U

S
P

TO
. The user and the U

S
P

TO
 benefit 

greatly from
 autom

ation by increasing the accuracy and tim
eliness of data going from

 one system
 to another. P

D
F W

eb w
ill 

start w
ith tw

o fillable form
s, the Invention D

isclosure S
tatem

ent and the A
pplication D

ata S
heet; a grow

ing num
ber of form

s 
w

ill be converted to the P
D

F form
-fillable form

at over tim
e.

E
FS

-W
eb allow

s for a legal assistant or paralegal to subm
it the application w

ithout requiring the attorney or supervisor to 
review

 and sign the application. The U
S

P
TO

 recognizes that m
ultiple staff and attorneys m

ay review
 a subm

ission before it 
is finalized and sent and are w

orking w
ithin that paradigm

. 

R
elevan

t S
tatu

tes an
d

 R
u

les

35 U
S

C
 111 – filing a patent application

37 C
F

R
 1.52 – form

 of an application

37 C
F

R
 1.4 – signatures

E
lectronic F

iling S
ystem

 A
vailable to P

ublic: 240 O
G

 45 14 N
ovem

ber 2000

Im
p

ro
p

er U
se o

f W
eb

 P
ag

es

The published w
aiver of 37 C

FR
 1.52 m

entioned in the O
fficial G

azette notice cited above is contingent on
applicant’s conform

ance to the instructions for use of E
FS

-W
eb. U

se of E
FS

-W
eb in a m

anner significantly in
violation of the instructions m

ay result in non-entry of the subm
ission or failure to accord a filing date (e.g.

attem
pted subm

ission of docum
ents specifically proscribed by the instructions).

L
eg

al A
d

van
tag

es to
 th

e F
iler o

f th
e E

F
S

-W
eb

 A
p

p
ro

ach

M
ajor Innovations of E

FS
-W

eb 

a. W
eb access from

 anyw
here using w

eb brow
ser
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b. S
tandard P

D
F accepted, from

 com
m

ercial and free P
D

F converters

c. P
ortable P

D
F form

s, can be passed around for collaboration

d. R
esponsible attorney or agent need not be present for subm

ission

e. R
eal tim

e fee paym
ents

f. U
S

P
TO

 server softw
are replaces eP

ave and can be updated w
ithout user actions

g. N
ew

ly designed A
cknow

ledgem
ent R

eceipts have m
ore legal w

eight

L
eg

al Issu
es &

 P
o

licies

This initiative does not depend on or require statutory changes. P
D

F files w
hen subm

itted as part of a P
atent A

pplication
S

pecification via E
F

S
-W

eb are used to create the legal record. 

The follow
ing are certain policies of the O

ffice concerning e-filed patent applications under E
FS

-W
eb.

S
u

b
scrib

er A
g

reem
en

t/ E
-sig

n
atu

re P
o

licy

E
FS

 subm
issions can be accepted w

ithout the subm
itter providing an e-signature during the on-line session 

because such data is not substantive to the prosecution, but only for the purpose of subm
ission identification. 

Thus a secretary, for exam
ple, m

ay subm
it an application even though they m

ay not be allow
ed to sign 

docum
ents in the file.

A
ckn

o
w

led
g

em
en

t R
eceip

t P
o

licy

The A
cknow

ledgem
ent R

eceipt establishes the date of receipt by the U
S

P
TO

 of the electronic docum
ents 

item
ized in the receipt, and is thus an equivalent of a return postcard used in the paper process. U

nder 
E

FS
-W

eb, the A
cknow

ledgem
ent R

eceipt w
ill contain a full listing of the docum

ents subm
itted to the U

S
P

TO
 as 

described by applicant during the subm
ission process, including the count of pages and/or byte sizes for each 

docum
ent. Thus, the A

cknow
ledgem

ent R
eceipt is the electronic equivalent of the post card receipt described in

M
P

E
P

 503.

The official filing date w
ill be noted on the paper Filing R

eceipt (37 C
FR

 1.54), P
TO

 Form
-103X

, after the 
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subm
itted application parts are review

ed for com
pliance w

ith 35 U
.S

.C
. § 111 and based on the dates

indicated on the A
cknow

ledgem
ent R

eceipt assum
ing that after review

 the docum
ents subm

itted are found to 
be entitled to an application filing date.

If the official version of any docum
ent received by the E

FS
-W

eb is lost, dam
aged or rendered unreadable by the

O
ffice and if it cannot be recovered from

 the stored files received by electronic subm
ission, then the applicant 

w
ill be prom

ptly notified as indicated in the E
FS

-W
eb instructions. In that situation, the applicant m

ay have to 
resubm

it the docum
ent(s) or portion of the docum

ent that are lost and petition for the original filing date. S
uch 

events are expected to be rare, indeed since inception of the E
FS

 project no docum
ent subm

itted using U
S

P
TO

E
FS

 softw
are and received in E

FS
 has been lost. In m

ost cases a phone call to the E
B

C
 w

ill resolve the issue. 
B

ut if that is not sufficient, the applicant w
ould present 1) the A

cknow
ledgem

ent R
eceipt, 2) a paper version of 

the m
issing files as subm

itted and 3) a signed petition and statem
ent verifying that the attached files are the 

sam
e as m

entioned in the A
cknow

ledgem
ent R

eceipt for that application num
ber. The A

cknow
ledgem

ent 
R

eceipt and statem
ent w

ill serve as prim
a facie evidence that the resubm

itted docum
ents are the sam

e as 
those subm

itted on the date of receipt. N
ote the A

cknow
ledgem

ent R
eceipt only indicates that the O

ffice 
received w

hat w
as actually sent, as opposed to w

hat m
ay have been intended to be transm

itted. A
pplicants 

should exercise the sam
e care in preparing and preserving a copy of a subm

ission in electronic form
 as in 

paper.

S
ecu

rity 

The U
S

P
TO

 requires P
K

I certificates for authenticated filing and access to m
eet federal governm

ent com
puter 

system
 guidelines as defined by N

IS
T and O

M
B

. The required evaluation or E
FS

 and P
A

IR
 determ

ined that 
level 3 authentication w

as needed and this is m
et by the U

S
P

TO
 P

K
I.

O
nly P

K
I registered users (or persons under their direction and control) can subm

it follow
 on papers. This 

preserves confidentiality, and supports the pow
er of attorney and correspondence rules. In order to get a P

K
I 

certificate the user m
ust already be a registered attorney (or equivalent) or pro se inventor and com

plete the 
appropriate paperw

ork to get credentials. O
nce the user has a P

K
I certificate, the user can authenticate to the 

U
S

P
TO

 through the E
FS

-W
eb sign-on. This w

ill generate a secure, encrypted, connection w
ith the U

S
P

TO
.

For filers that do not have or do not w
ish to use a P

K
I certificate to authenticate to the U

S
P

TO
, they m

ay still 
subm

it new
 filings via a non-authenticated w

orkflow
. The user w

ould go to the E
FS

-W
eb page and choose to 

subm
it w

ithout a P
K

I certificate, w
hich w

ould generate a TLS
 connection for the session, thus allow

ing secure 
data transm

ission to the U
S

P
TO

. N
on-authenticated users have the sam

e level of protection for filing as a 
registered user, but are lim

ited to subm
ission of initial filings. This practice m

inim
izes the risk of im

properly filed 
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third party petitions.

A
n

n
ex F

 P
o

licy

E
FS

-W
eb em

ploys a new
 W

eb based approach to docum
ent subm

ission w
hich is different from

 the A
nnex F

“w
rapped, bundled and signed package” approach. Thus E

FS
-W

eb is not required to m
eet A

nnex F
requirem

ents at this tim
e. W

ork w
ill com

m
ence to expand A

nnex F as a w
orld standard.

W
h

at is th
e o

fficial reco
rd

 o
f d

o
cu

m
en

ts su
b

m
itted

 b
y E

F
S

-W
eb

?
 

The O
fficial R

ecord for application files subm
itted via E

FS
 rem

ains the docum
ents as stored in the Im

age File 
W

rapper system
. A

pplications, and other docum
ents, subm

itted by E
FS

 are stored exactly as filed, for 
reference, in an independent location.

M
ay a C

o
m

p
u

ter R
ead

ab
le F

o
rm

 (C
R

F
) o

f B
io

tech
n

o
lo

g
y S

eq
u

en
ce L

istin
g

s still b
e su

b
m

itted
 w

ith
 th

e 
E

F
S

-W
eb

?

N
ot at this tim

e. The E
FS

-A
B

X
 w

ill rem
ain operational until E

FS
-W

eb is configured to accept C
R

F files. C
D

practice of 37 C
FR

 1.52(e), 821 rem
ains in effect.

M
ay larg

e tab
les o

r co
m

p
u

ter p
ro

g
ram

 listin
g

 ap
p

en
d

ices b
e su

b
m

itted
 w

ith
 th

e E
F

S
-W

eb
?

N
ot at this tim

e. A
pplicants should use the standard C

D
 practice identified in 37 C

FR
 1.52(e) for such 

subm
issions.

W
h

at is th
e d

ate o
f receip

t o
f an

 ap
p

licatio
n

 received
 u

n
d

er th
e E

F
S

-W
eb

?

The subm
ission’s “date of receipt” is the date that the docum

ents subm
itted as the subm

ission are fully,
successfully, and officially received at the U

S
P

TO
, as show

n on the A
cknow

ledgem
ent R

eceipt. This date is
controlling for filing date purposes of your new

ly filed application. R
ecall there is no “certificate of transm

ission”
practice for new

 application e-filings (37 C
FR

 1.8).

To be very specific, the E
FS

-W
eb system

s records as the date of receipt of docum
ents the date on 

w
hich it receives an electronic indication that the S

U
B

M
IT button has been clicked on the C

onfirm
 and 

S
u

b
m

it screen
 fo

r th
o

se d
o

cu
m

en
ts.
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H
o

u
rs o

f O
p

eratio
n

H
ours of operation of the E

FS
-W

eb w
ill be clearly provided in the E

FS
-W

eb instructions. If a transm
ission is 

attem
pted during a dow

n tim
e, the O

ffice cannot accept it and w
ill, if possible, transm

it back a notice that the 
O

ffice is not accepting subm
issions. N

o A
cknow

ledgem
ent R

eceipt w
ill be sent. Instead a notice w

ill advise the 
applicant to use alternative filing m

ethods, such as hand delivery of paper to the U
S

P
TO

 or E
xpress M

ail (under 
37 C

FR
 1.10), to establish the filing date. N

ote that m
ost applications filed under 37 C

FR
 1.53 cannot be 

subm
itted by fax (37 C

FR
 1.6(d)(3)), and that norm

al certificate of m
ailing procedures do not apply to new

 
applications (37 C

FR
 1.8(a)(2)(i)(A

) and (D
)). A

pplicants are strongly advised to transm
it their electronic filings 

sufficiently early in the day to allow
 tim

e for alternative paper filing w
hen transm

ission cannot be initiated or 
correctly com

pleted.

If the subm
ission is successfully received on a S

aturday, S
unday or Federal holiday w

ithin the D
istrict of 

C
olum

bia, the O
ffice w

ill assign that receipt date at the U
S

P
TO

 to the subm
ission.

A
re th

ere an
y leg

al co
n

seq
u

en
ces o

f th
e O

ffice’s accep
tin

g
 electro

n
ic p

aten
t ap

p
licatio

n
s o

n
 S

atu
rd

ay an
d

S
u

n
d

ay?

The U
S

P
TO

 w
ill be open for receiving applications in electronic form

 during scheduled hours every day of the 
w

eek. H
ours w

ill be announced on h
ttp

://w
w

w
.u

sp
to

.g
o

v/eb
c/p

o
rtal/an

n
o

u
n

cem
en

ts.h
tm

.

E
lectronic filing w

ill provide applicants w
ith the opportunity to receive a filing date on any day of the w

eek, 
including S

aturday, S
unday, and Federal holidays. In addition, consistent w

ith 35 U
.S

.C
. § 21(b), w

hen the last
day for taking any action or paying any fee in the U

S
P

TO
 falls on S

aturday, S
unday, or a Federal holiday w

ithin 
the D

istrict of C
olum

bia, the action m
ay be taken or fee paid on the next succeeding secular or business day. 

Thus, under U
nited S

tates law
, applicants w

ill still be perm
itted to take action on the next business day w

hen the 
last day for taking action falls on a w

eekend or Federal holiday, regardless of the m
ode or form

 of filing. 

B
ecause the conditions for priority rights are governed by national law

, applicants are strongly cautioned to
consider possible adverse consequences regarding the determ

ination of priority periods under A
rticle 4(C

)(3)
of the P

aris C
onvention w

hen filing international applications in the U
nited S

tates. S
pecifically, the ability to file

applications electronically on w
eekends m

ay result in loss of priority rights in foreign jurisdictions designated in
international applications filed w

ith the U
S

P
TO

, if applicants elect to take advantage of sections 21(b) or
119(e)(3) of title 35. In such circum

stances, other P
atent O

ffices m
ay deny the priority claim

 on the basis that the
international application w

as not tim
ely filed according to their national law

. For this reason, applicants m
ay

prefer not to rely upon the “next business day” provisions of sections 21(b) and 119(e)(3) of title 35 w
hen filing
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applications w
ith the U

S
P

TO
, and instead file the application before the C

onvention year has expired.

U
n

d
er w

h
at au

th
o

rity d
o

es an
 au

th
o

rized
 assistan

t o
f th

e d
ig

ital certificate h
o

ld
er su

b
m

it sig
n

ed
 

d
o

cu
m

en
ts?

S
ubscriber A

greem
ents and C

ertificate A
ction Form

s have been rew
ritten to perm

it A
ssistants under the 

direction and control of the digital certificate holder (applicant or attorney) to subm
it docum

ents under 
E

FS
-W

eb. The A
ssistant w

ill either use the C
ertificate H

older's certificate, or be assigned one for him
self based

on his being under the direction and control of the m
ain C

ertificate H
older, w

ho is responsible for the 
subm

issions of the A
ssistant.

The A
ssistant w

ill serve the m
inisterial function of pickup and delivery of docum

ents that have been electronically 
or ink signed by the applicant or attorney. (Ink signed docum

ents can be electronically scanned and then e-filed.) 
The A

ssistant, not being a registered attorney or applicant, does not have the authority to sign or be responsible 
for the content of the docum

ents subm
itted. H

ow
ever, he m

ay view
 and retrieve docum

ents from
 P

rivate P
A

IR
, 

or subm
it docum

ents under E
FS

-W
eb.

In the subm
ission process, the A

ssistant is required to specify certain "locator inform
ation" so the docum

ents 
can be associated w

ith the proper electronic File W
rapper in the IFW

 system
. That locator inform

ation m
ay 

include the application's title, first nam
ed inventor, docket num

ber, application num
ber, confirm

ation num
ber, 

correspondence address and filing date, all if available. This inform
ation is entered on subm

ission to assure that 
the docum

ents are placed in the proper file, and do not constitute a signed subm
ission of bibliographic data on 

behalf of the applicant. E
rrors m

ade in the "locator inform
ation" m

ay be corrected by the O
ffice on its ow

n 
initiative, or by the applicant or A

ssistant, sim
ilar to the w

ay they are corrected in paper processing.

It also should be noted that the assistant could pay the fees associated w
ith the subm

ission in the E
FS

-W
eb 

solution. This is com
parable to the paper practice in w

hich law
 firm

s designate individuals to pay fees. 

U
n

d
er w

h
at co

n
d

itio
n

s w
ill th

e E
F

S
-W

eb
 allo

w
 refu

n
d

s?

The U
S

P
TO

 w
ill grant refunds to e-filers w

hen, due to a m
alfunction w

ith the E
FS

-W
eb system

, the E
FS

-W
eb 

system
 has m

isled a filer into paying a fee in error. If it cannot be determ
ined that a m

alfunction occurred, but 
rather seem

s only to be a e-filer error, no refund w
ill be given. The filer should contact the E

B
C

 if there are any 
issues associated w

ith their subm
ission.

S
ig

n
atu

re P
o

licy
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The applicant m
ay use the “electronic” signatures of R

ule 4(d) w
hen filing in E

FS
-W

eb.

37 C
FR

 1.4 (d) (3), w
hich is relevant for "text based" P

D
F, indicates:

E
FS

 character coded signature: C
orrespondence in character coded form

 being filed via the O
ffice 

E
lectronic Filing S

ystem
 for a patent application or patent m

ay be signed electronically. The electronic 
signature m

ust consist only of letters of the E
nglish alphabet, or A

rabic num
erals, or both, w

ith appropriate 
spaces and com

m
as, periods, apostrophes, or hyphens for punctuation. The person signing the 

correspondence m
ust personally insert the electronic signature w

ith a first single forw
ard slash m

ark 
before, and a second single forw

ard slash m
ark after, the electronic signature (e.g., /D

r. Jam
es T. Jones, 

Jr./).

S
igning w

ith an slash signature is totally appropriate for text based P
D

F, as from
 a w

ord processor converted to
P

D
F

.

If the signer is subm
itting the application through E

FS
-W

eb in im
age-based P

D
F (or from

 a scanned paper
original), paragraph (d) (2) is pertinent. The applicant w

ould type the docum
ent, using the slash signature, and 

either print the docum
ent and scan it, or set the P

D
F converter to im

age-based conversion. In that case, the 
docum

ent w
ould be an im

age (TIFF) based im
age, w

rapped in a P
D

F encoded shell. The applicant w
ould follow

the requirem
ents of paragraph (d) (2). N

onetheless, since all of the docum
ents currently are stored in the IFW

 
system

, the signature as w
ell as the rest of the docum

ent w
ill be eventually be converted to a TIFF im

age, w
hich 

w
ill display the signature as typed.

D
o

cu
m

en
ts P

o
licy

E
FS

-W
eb w

ill allow
 registered users to file both new

 subm
issions and follow

-on docum
ents. The follow

ing is a 
list of subm

ission types that are not allow
ed to be filed using E

FS
-W

eb:

1) C
orrespondence concerning R

eg
istratio

n
 P

ractice subm
itted under 37 C

FR
 1.4(e), w

hich states:

C
orrespondence requiring a person’s signature and relating to registration practice before the

P
atent and Tradem

ark O
ffice in patent cases, enrollm

ent and disciplinary investigations, or
disciplinary proceedings m

ust be subm
itted w

ith an original hand w
ritten signature personally signed

in perm
anent dark ink or its equivalent by that person. S

ee 37 C
FR

 1.6(d)(1)

2) C
ertified

 C
o

p
ies subm

itted under 37 C
FR

 1.4(f), w
hich states:
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W
hen a docum

ent that is required by statute to be certified m
ust be filed, a copy, including a

photocopy or facsim
ile transm

ission, of the certification is not acceptable. S
ee 37 C

FR
 1.6(d)(2). A

n
exam

ple of such a subm
ission is a certified copy of a foreign patent application filed pursuant to 35 

U
S

C
 119 or a certified copy of an international application filed pursuant to 35 U

S
C

 365.

3) A
 request for reexam

in
atio

n
 under § 1.510 or §1.913 (S

ee 37 C
FR

 1.6(d)(5))

4) S
ubm

issions regarding reissu
e ap

p
licatio

n
s.

5) C
orrespondence to be filed in a patent application subject to a secrecy o

rd
er under §§ 5.1 through 5.5 of

this chapter (S
ee 37 C

FR
 1.6(d)(6))

6) S
ubm

issions in contested cases before the B
o

ard
 o

f P
aten

t A
p

p
eals an

d
 In

terferen
ces, except as the 

B
oard m

ay expressly authorize. (S
ee 37 C

FR
 1.6(d)(9))

7) P
apers filed in contested cases before the

 B
o

ard
 o

f P
aten

t A
p

p
eals an

d
 In

terferen
ces, w

hich are 
governed by 37 C

FR
 41.106(f) (S

ee 37 C
FR

 1.6(d)(3))

8) C
orrespondence filed in connection w

ith a d
iscip

lin
ary p

ro
ceed

in
g

 under 37 C
F

R
 part 10. (S

ee 37 C
F

R
 

1.6(d)(3))

9) subm
issions that are n

o
t asso

ciated
 w

ith
 an

 ap
p

licatio
n

10) th
ird

 p
arty p

ap
ers under 37 C

FR
 1.99

11) p
ro

tests under 37 C
FR

 1.291

12) p
u

b
lic u

se h
earin

g
 p

ap
ers under 37 C

FR
 1.292

IN
 T

H
E

 F
U

T
U

R
E

, the O
ffice intends to support the follow

ing file types. D
O

 N
O

T
 subm

it these docum
ents now

, but 
keep attuned to announcem

ents in the future.

a. C
olor draw

ings subm
itted under §§ 1.81, 1.83 through 1.85, 1.152, 1.165, 1.173, or 1.437 (S

ee 37 C
FR

1.6(d)(4)) 

b. The filing of an international application for patent (S
ee 37 C

FR
 1.6(d)(3))
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c. The filing of a copy of the international application and the basic national fee necessary to enter the national 
stage, as specified in § 1.495(b). (S

ee 37 C
F

R
 1.6(d)(3))

d. P
hotographs/draw

ings w
ith varying degrees of black/w

hite/greyscale.

For m
ore inform

ation on these policies, please contact Jay Lucas, S
r. Legal A

dvisor – IT P
rojects, P

C
T Legal

A
dm

inistration, at Jay.L
u

cas@
u

sp
to

.g
o

v .

D
ecem

ber 6th, 2005

K
E
Y
: 

=
o
n
lin

e
 b

u
sin

e
ss sy

ste
m

 
=

fe
e
s 

=
fo

rm
s

=
h
e
lp

 
=

la
w

s/re
g
u
la

tio
n
s 

=
d
e
fin

itio
n
 (g

lo
ssa

ry
)

S
end questions about U

S
P

T
O

 p
ro

g
ram

s an
d

 services to U
S

P
TO

 C
ontact C

enter(U
C

C
).

H
ave a suggestion for m

ore m
aterial for this custom

er profile? E
-m

ail su
g

g
estio

n
s to

 th
e w

eb
m

aster@
u

sp
to

.g
o

v
. W

hile w
e cannot prom

ise to accom
m

odate all requests , your suggestions w
ill

be considered and m
ay lead to other im

provem
ents to the w

eb site.
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United States Patent and Trademark Office Commissioner for Patents P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria, VA 22313-14501

USPTO JobOptions File

How do I install it?
To automatically set your PDF settings to USPTO standards, first you must save the .jobop-
tions file into your Adobe PDF Settings folder typically located at: 

C:\Documents and Settings\All Users\Documents\Adobe PDF\Settings

What is the USPTO.JobOptions file?
The USPTO.JobOptions file contains configuration settings that when selected, will produce
a document consistent with the USPTO PDF profile. Using these settings will create Adobe
PDF documents suitable for submission to the United States Patent and Trademark Office.

How do I use it?

This document describes two ways to create a PDF using the USPTO.JobOptions file. PDF
files can be created either directly from Adobe Acrobat or from the source file itself (i.e.
Microsoft Word).  However, the ways in which to invoke the JobOptions file differ and are
explained below.



United States Patent and Trademark Office Commissioner for Patents P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria, VA 22313-14502

USPTO JobOptions File

Creating a PDF from Adobe Acrobat Professional

2. After selecting ‘Convert to PDF’ and ‘Microsoft Office’ click on the ‘Edit Settings’ button.

1.  Once you have the USPTO.JobOptions 
file saved in the Adobe PDF Settings folder,
when printing to PDF from Adobe 
Professional, select ‘Preferences’ from 
the Edit menu bar.



United States Patent and Trademark Office Commissioner for Patents P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria, VA 22313-14503

USPTO JobOptions File

3. Select ‘USPTO’ from the ‘Adobe PDF Settings’ dropdown.

4. After selecting ‘OK’, you are now ready to create your PDF file consistent to USPTO PDF
standards.

If you have any questions or problems, please contact our EBC Helpdesk at
1-866-217-9197 or email us at ebc@uspto.gov.
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USPTO JobOptions File

Creating a PDF from Source File

1. Once you have this file saved in the
Adobe PDF Settings folder, when print-
ing to PDF from your source file, select
‘Print’ from the file menu.

(Microsoft Word is used in this example)

2. Select ‘Adobe PDF’ from the Printer Name dropdown and click on the 
‘Properties’ tab.



United States Patent and Trademark Office Commissioner for Patents P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria, VA 22313-14505

USPTO JobOptions File

If you have any questions or problems, please contact our EBC Helpdesk at
1-866-217-9197 or email us at ebc@uspto.gov.

3. After clicking on ‘Properties’, choose the ‘Adobe PDF Settings’ tab.

4. Under the Adobe PDF Conversion Settings section, select ‘USPTO’ from the 
‘Default Settings’ drop down and click ‘OK’.

5. After selecting ‘OK’, you are now ready to create your PDF file consistent to
USPTO PDF standards.



United States Patent and Trademark Office Commissioner for Patents P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria, VA 22313-14506

USPTO JobOptions File

Validation Failure

If the PDF file fails validation due to non-embedded fonts or some other reason, open your
PDF in Adobe Professional.

1. Choose "Print" from the File menu

2. Select ‘Adobe PDF’ from the Printer Name dropdown and click on the ‘Properties’ tab.
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USPTO JobOptions File

3. After clicking on ‘Properties’, choose the ‘Adobe PDF Settings’ tab.

4. Under the Adobe PDF Conversion Settings section, select ‘USPTO’ from the ‘Default Settings’
drop down and click ‘OK’.

5. Click OK to begin printing.

6. Save the new version of the PDF 

7. Re-attach file in EFS-Web.
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H
ow

 to file an am
endm

ent

R
eturn to m

ain EFS W
eb page or to m

ain O
ppedahl &

 O
lson LLP w

eb page.

W
hen you are e-filing an A

m
endm

ent in EFS-W
eb, you need to tag the various parts of the A

m
endm

ent correctly. B
y "correctly" w

e m
ean, you need

to tag the various parts so that they w
ill fit properly into U

SPTO
's subsequent process flow

.

For exam
ple, w

hen R
eed Publishing, the contractor w

ho has the U
SPTO

 contract to perform
 18-m

onth publications as w
ell as the publication of

issued patents, goes to publish a particular application, it needs to publish an A
bstract. To do this, it rum

m
ages through all of IFW

 and looks at every
item

 that has been tagged as an A
bstract. It then picks out the m

ost recent such item
 and presum

es that to be the one to publish. It does the sam
e for

the claim
s. In a m

ore com
plicated w

ay, the contractor also uses this to w
ork out the m

ost recent draw
ings and the m

ost recent (am
endm

ents to the)
specification. (I say "m

ore com
plicated" because w

hile R
ule 121 requires the filer to file the entirety of the claim

s or abstract every tim
e one w

ord is 
changed, it perm

its filing less than all of the spec or draw
ings in the event they are am

ended.) The key thing about this is that for EFS-W
eb filings, if a

beta filer files an am
endm

ent w
ithout tagging the "claim

s" portion of the am
endm

ent as "claim
s", this is a big problem

 that needs to be corrected.
O

therw
ise those claim

s w
ould never be seen by R

eed and w
ill never get into the 18-m

onth publication or the issued patent.

Y
ou w

ill recall that each and every EFS-W
eb filing during this beta phase is being hand-tended by U

SPTO
 people w

ho are dedicated to the
EFS-W

eb effort. I am
 told that these U

SPTO
 people are finding they are spending quite a lot of tim

e tagging and re-tagging parts of e-filed
A

m
endm

ents because of beta users w
ho choose different tags than U

SPTO
 people w

ould have chosen.

A
nother category of tagging is the first page of the A

m
endm

ent. This is the page containing the caption. This needs to be tagged in a particular w
ay so

that in Palm
 there w

ill be a "flag" set that tells U
SPTO

 people that an A
m

endm
ent has been filed and thus that (a) it m

ust now
 be forw

arded to an
Exam

iner and (b) the application is no longer going to go abandoned due to failure to respond to an O
ffice A

ction.

B
ut if you file an A

m
endm

ent containing "rem
arks" you should not tag the "rem

arks" the sam
e w

ay you tag the first page of the A
m

endm
ent. This

w
ould get entered into Palm

 as if tw
o separate A

m
endm

ents had been filed.

So a typical A
m

endm
ent w

ould be tagged as follow
s.

The caption page of the am
endm

ent m
ight be tagged as any of the follow

ing:

EFS-W
eb "category"

EFS-W
eb "docum

ent description"

A
m

endm
ent

A
m

endm
ent - A

fter N
on-Final R

ejection 
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O
ffice of Patent Publication

A
m

endm
ent after N

otice of A
llow

ance (R
ule 312)

A
m

endm
ent

A
m

endm
ent A

fter Final

A
m

endm
ent

R
esponse after Ex Parte Q

uayle A
ction

C
ontinued Prosecution

A
m

endm
ent Subm

itted/Entered w
ith Filing of C

PA
/R

C
E

B
oard of Patent A

ppeals
A

m
endm

ent/A
rgum

ent after N
otice of A

ppeal

A
m

endm
ent

A
m

endm
ent/A

rgum
ent after B

PA
I D

ecision

A
m

endm
ent

A
m

endm
ent

A
m

endm
ent

Prelim
inary A

m
endm

ent

A
m

endm
ent

Supplem
ental R

esponse or Supplem
ental A

m
endm

ent

A
m

endm
ent

Supplem
ental A

m
endm

ent after Final R
ejection

The "claim
s" pages of the am

endm
ent should be tagged as the follow

ing:

EFS-W
eb "category"

EFS-W
eb "docum

ent description"

A
pplication Part

C
laim

s

The "rem
arks" pages of the am

endm
ent should be tagged as the follow

ing:

EFS-W
eb "category"

EFS-W
eb "docum

ent description"

A
m

endm
ent

A
pplicant A

rgum
ents or R

em
arks M

ade in an A
m

endm
ent

N
on-intuitive. W

hen I explained all of the above to a couple of people in m
y office, their first reaction w

as that it is extrem
ely counter-intuitive to

think that a particular e-filing w
ould be tagged using tags from

 m
ore than one EFS-W

eb "category". For exam
ple if the thing w

e are filing is an
"am

endm
ent", then intuitively (they figured) the various tags that are appropriate for the am

endm
ent w

ould of course be in the EFS-W
eb "category"

called "am
endm

ent". A
s you can see, for a typical am

endm
ent this is never true. The claim

s w
ill be tagged as an "application part". The caption page

m
ay be tagged as "office of patent publication" or as "am

endm
ent" or as "board of patent appeals" or as "continued prosecution".

The only option, as far as I can see, is to print out the D
ocum

ent D
escriptions page and study it closely each tim

e you file anything. Selecting a
"docum

ent description" that is, from
 the U

SPTO
's point of view

, "incorrect," w
ill m

ake extra w
ork for the EFS W

eb beta people at the U
SPTO

 and
risks having a paper processed incorrectly w

ithin U
SPTO

.
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O
f course for a U

SPTO
 custom

er it is not at all an easy or straightforw
ard task to guess w

hich tag is the "right" one. To get this right, the custom
er

w
ould need to know

 all sorts of secret and unpublicized things about the paper flow
 w

ithin the U
SPTO

. For exam
ple, suppose the status of m

y
application is that the N

otice of A
llow

ance has been m
ailed but I have not yet paid the Issue Fee. A

nd suppose I w
ish to file a R

ule 312 A
m

endm
ent.

In the pull-dow
n m

enu for "am
endm

ent" there is no "docum
ent description" that is specific to R

ule 312 A
m

endm
ents. So I w

ould probably sim
ply call

it an "am
endm

ent after final" or perhaps sim
ply an "am

endm
ent".

B
ut no. The correct tag for such a filing is not "am

endm
ent" or "am

endm
ent after final". The correct tag for such a filing is not, in fact, listed anyw

here
in the "am

endm
ent" category. The place w

here you w
ill find the correct tag is in the "office of patent publication" category. A

nd the correct tag in the
"office of patent publication" category is "am

endm
ent after notice of allow

ance (rule 312)".

The reason w
hy this particular tag is needed is so that a flag w

ill get set in Palm
, telling the SPE that he or she m

ust m
ake a decision w

hether or not to
perm

it entry of the R
ule 312 A

m
endm

ent. If you don't tag it that w
ay, it w

on't get routed to the SPE and the decision w
ill not get m

ade.

W
hat I don't know

 is w
hat the real consequences are of tagging the R

ule 312 am
endm

ent as som
ething other than a R

ule 312 am
endm

ent. W
ill it

sim
ply guarantee that the proposed am

endm
ent w

ill never get considered and w
ill never get into the issued patent? O

r w
ill it instead result in the

am
endm

ent getting entered autom
atically and thus bypassing any review

 by the SPE? I just don't know
.

So as I say, the only option is to print out the entirety of the D
ocum

ent D
escriptions page and read it from

 the top to the bottom
 each tim

e you file
anything that is different in any w

ay from
 w

hat you have filed previously in EFS-W
eb.

O
ne w

ay to try go guess w
hich tag to use in a particular case, I guess, is to go into IFW

 and find som
e other application w

here the sam
e kind of filing

w
as done. A

nd then look to see how
 U

SPTO
 tagged the docum

ents for that filing. (W
hen choosing another application to look at for guidance, it

w
ould be im

portant to choose one in w
hich the docum

ents w
ere not e-filed through EFS-W

eb!)

This situation (w
here filers w

ill often select the w
rong tags w

hen e-filing in EFS-W
eb) seem

s likely to grow
 to enorm

ous proportions w
hen EFS-W

eb
is released to the general public in M

arch 2006. This problem
 w

as in fact discussed in one of the e-Filing Forum
s. W

hen it cam
e up, participants

suggested that one w
ay to avoid a w

rong-tag problem
 w

ould sim
ply be to perm

it the file to select a docum
ent description of "I'm

 not sure". This
w

ould then cause a docum
ent flow

 to a U
SPTO

 person w
ho w

ould study the docum
ent and tag it correctly. (The U

SPTO
 person doing this tagging

w
ould presum

ably be som
ebody w

ho previously spent all day tagging docum
ents received on the C

entral Fax N
um

ber.) This gives m
e a feeling of

deja vu, because as m
any w

ill recall, I w
rote about this back in O

ctober of 2004 in m
y M

odest Proposal. 

A
 few

 thoughts about the caption page of a filing.

Turning back for a m
om

ent to the caption page. Traditionally the caption page is cluttered w
ith all m

anner of inform
ation, included by the filer in the

hope that if som
e U

SPTO
 person w

ere on the verge of sticking the paper into the w
rong paper file, som

e bit of inform
ation w

ould prom
pt the
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U
SPTO

 person to avoid m
aking a m

istake about w
hich file is the right one.

I im
agine som

ething like this. The U
SPTO

 person, holding a paper m
eant for serial num

ber 10/123,456, is on the verge of accidentally filing it in file
num

ber 10/132,456. A
nd then the U

SPTO
 person happens to glance at the "title" appearing in the caption -- "fram

us apparatus". A
nd then glances at

the "title" on the paper file -- "clevis apparatus". A
nd then says "oh, w

ow
, glad I saw

 that" and avoids the m
istake, and sticks the paper into the file

num
ber 10/132,456. The idea is that the caption w

ill very intentionally provide lots of item
s of "redundancy inform

ation", inform
ation that is not really

needed at all but is provided m
erely to avoid accidental m

isfilings.

The silver bullet that the U
SPTO

 cam
e up w

ith to keep such m
isfiling to happen ever again w

as, of course, the "confirm
ation num

ber", introduced
m

aybe three years ago. For each filed paper, the U
SPTO

 person w
ould scrutinize the confirm

ation num
ber to m

ake sure it m
atched, before sticking

any piece of paper into a file.

Except, of course, that to this day, not even a single one of the U
SPTO

 form
s has been m

odified to provide a place for the filer to insert the
confirm

ation num
ber. I assum

e that this has som
ething to do w

ith the O
M

B
 Paperw

ork R
eduction A

ct, w
hich requires U

SPTO
 to have a current

"O
M

B
 C

ontrol N
um

ber" on each form
 and requires U

SPTO
 to estim

ate the num
ber of m

inutes required to com
plete the form

. A
dding the custom

er
num

ber to each form
 w

ould require U
SPTO

 to obtain a new
 O

B
M

 C
ontrol N

um
ber for each form

, and w
ould add a few

 m
inutes to each tim

e
estim

ate (because the filer w
ould need to rum

m
age around to find the C

onfirm
ation N

um
ber w

hen com
pleting the form

.

W
ell, if you think about things for a m

om
ent, you w

ill agree that for a paper filed in EFS-W
eb, there is probably no need for the caption to contain

any "redundancy inform
ation" at all. The filer, after all, w

ill have entered the serial num
ber and confirm

ation num
ber into EFS-W

eb. EFS-W
eb w

ill
then display the title and attorney docket num

ber and inventor nam
e. If the serial num

ber w
as w

rong, this w
ill get caught right aw

ay. If the serial
num

ber is right, then the paper w
ill get "filed" in the correct file autom

atically. There is sim
ply no opportunity for m

isfiling.

I can report that for the papers I am
 filing in EFS W

eb, m
y captions are getting shorter and shorter. I did one the other day w

here the caption
contained the serial num

ber and nothing else.

B
ut if you think about it a m

om
ent longer, you m

ight agree w
ith m

e that really the caption is now
 a vestigial organ, like the verm

iform
 appendix. I

cannot see any reason w
hy a caption should be needed at all for a paper filed in EFS-W

eb.
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scanned by U
SPTO

 personnel at 
the C

entral Fax N
um

ber in O
ctober 2005

e-filed via EFS W
eb in D

ecem
ber 2005

Im
age quality is better w

ith E
FS W

eb as com
pared w

ith faxing to the C
entral Fax N

um
ber

R
eturn to m

ain EFS W
eb page or to m

ain O
ppedahl &

 O
lson LLP w

eb page.

W
e recently needed to file a paper in 

a U
S patent application having an

exhibit w
ith a bit of gray scale to it. 

W
e filed the paper in O

ctober of
2005 (before EFS W

eb w
as

available) and thus our only options at 
that tim

e w
ere to file by fax or by

m
ail. W

e chose fax (the U
SPTO

 
C

entral Fax N
um

ber). Even though
w

e faxed the paper in "photo" m
ode, 

by the tim
e U

SPTO
 personnel

scanned it into IFW
, it w

as essentially
unreadable. Y

ou can see the actual 
im

age from
 IFW

 quoted in the table.

In D
ecem

ber of 2005 w
e heard from

 
the Exam

iner, w
ho said he w

as unable
to read it. A

nd w
e looked in IFW

 and
indeed w

e could see w
hy.

So in D
ecem

ber of 2005, w
e e-filed 

another copy of the exhibit, using EFS-W
eb. To do this, w

e scanned the exhibit w
ith a scanner set for gray scale. The resulting PD

F looked pretty
clear in the "preview

" feature of EFS W
eb, and looked about the sam

e w
hen w

e view
ed it in IFW

. Y
ou can see the actual im

age from
 IFW

 quoted in
the table. The Exam

iner w
as able to read it.

O
ther differences can be seen. Som

ehow
 the im

age that passed through the C
entral Fax N

um
ber had its aspect ratio changed. It is just as tall but less

w
ide, as com

pared w
ith the original. The im

age that passed through the C
entral Fax N

um
ber also got skew

ed.

The conclusion w
e have reached around our office is that w

henever w
e are filing a paper w

ith gray scale in it, w
e w

ill w
ant to use EFS W

eb rather
than faxing to the C

entral Fax N
um

ber.
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N
ational-stage entry gets into PA

IR
, and into IFW

, far faster for an e-filed case than for a paper-filed case.

R
eturn to m

ain EFS W
eb page or to m

ain O
ppedahl &

 O
lson LLP w

eb page.

Exam
ple:

W
e paper-filed an entry into the U

S national stage for one of our applications on N
ovem

ber 4, 2005 (at a tim
e w

hen EFS-W
eb had not yet

been m
ade available to users). For the past six w

eeks there has been no entry w
hatsover in Private PA

IR
 for this application. Finally just now

it is present in Private PA
IR

. B
ut there is no IFW

 for it. If our past experience is a guide, there w
ill be no IFW

 for this application until about
six m

onths from
 now

, w
hen the application reaches the top of the EO

/D
O

/U
S pile and EO

/D
O

/U
S processes it and releases the file to O

IPE.
W

e e-filed an entry into the U
S national stage for another of our applications on D

ecem
ber 9, 2005 (at a tim

e w
hen EFS-W

eb w
as available).

A
lm

ost im
m

ediately, it w
as in Private PA

IR
 and w

as also in IFW
. N

ot only that, the (U
S patent) references w

e listed in our ID
Ss are already

available for view
ing in "display references".

So the decision to e-file the national-stage filing rather than paper-file it accelerated the visibility of the application in Private PA
IR

 by about a m
onth.

A
nd accelerated the visibility of the application in IFW

 by six or seven m
onths.

Y
et another advantage of using EFS-W

eb to file papers for entry into the U
S national stage is that you get your serial num

ber instantly rather than
w

eeks or m
onths later.



Im
age quality is better w

ith E
FS W

eb as com
pared w

ith A
B

X
http://w

w
w

.oppedahl.com
/efsw

eb/20051218_im
ages-abx.htm

1 of 2
3/5/2006 3:51 PM

"converted" by A
B

X
e-filed via EFS W

eb

Im
age quality is better w

ith E
FS W

eb as com
pared w

ith A
B

X

R
eturn to m

ain EFS W
eb page or to m

ain O
ppedahl &

 O
lson LLP w

eb page.

W
e 

recently needed to file a republication request in a U
S patent application. A

s you are probably aw
are, a republication request can only be filed via

ePave (not via EFS W
eb and not on paper or by fax). The ePave filing required that the to-be-republished application be re-authored using A

B
X

.
(R

ecall that as of A
ugust 18, 2004, ePave refuses to accept applications authored in tools other than A

B
X

.)

The problem
 is that A

B
X

 alw
ays fiddles w

ith any im
age that is inserted into it. N

o m
atter how

 carefully w
e create the TIF im

ages, A
B

X
 alw

ays
resizes them

 and "converts them
 to black and w

hite" even if they w
ere already black and w

hite. The result is things like "jaggies" and loss of som
e thin

vertical or horizontal lines. Y
ou can see the actual A

B
X

-converted im
age quoted in the table.

W
e then e-filed another copy of the figures, using EFS-W

eb. Y
ou can see the actual EFS-W

eb-filed im
age from

 IFW
 quoted in the table.

Look at any of the diagonal lines (e.g. link 6 betw
een boxes 2 and 3a). The line on the left has jaggies w

hile the line on the right is sm
ooth. Look at

the keyboard of com
puter 4. The keyboard on the left has horizontal lines that blurred and m

erged. Link 8 as seen on the left has aliasing artifacts due
to resizing.
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The conclusion w
e have reached around our office is that w

henever w
e are filing figures, w

e w
ill w

ant to use EFS W
eb rather than A

B
X

 and ePave.
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N
ational-stage entry gets into PA

IR
, and into IFW

, far faster for an e-filed case than for a paper-filed case.

R
eturn to m

ain EFS W
eb page or to m

ain O
ppedahl &

 O
lson LLP w

eb page.

Exam
ple:

W
e paper-filed an entry into the U

S national stage for one of our applications on N
ovem

ber 4, 2005 (at a tim
e w

hen EFS-W
eb had not yet

been m
ade available to users). For the past six w

eeks there has been no entry w
hatsover in Private PA

IR
 for this application. Finally just now

it is present in Private PA
IR

. B
ut there is no IFW

 for it. If our past experience is a guide, there w
ill be no IFW

 for this application until about
six m

onths from
 now

, w
hen the application reaches the top of the EO

/D
O

/U
S pile and EO

/D
O

/U
S processes it and releases the file to O

IPE.
W

e e-filed an entry into the U
S national stage for another of our applications on D

ecem
ber 9, 2005 (at a tim

e w
hen EFS-W

eb w
as available).

A
lm

ost im
m

ediately, it w
as in Private PA

IR
 and w

as also in IFW
. N

ot only that, the (U
S patent) references w

e listed in our ID
Ss are already

available for view
ing in "display references".

So the decision to e-file the national-stage filing rather than paper-file it accelerated the visibility of the application in Private PA
IR

 by about a m
onth.

A
nd accelerated the visibility of the application in IFW

 by six or seven m
onths.

Y
et another advantage of using EFS-W

eb to file papers for entry into the U
S national stage is that you get your serial num

ber instantly rather than
w

eeks or m
onths later.
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OpenOffice.org 2 - Product Description

Version 2 - another first for OpenOffice.org

OpenOffice.org Version 1 was the first product to deliver the benefits of
open-source software to mass-market users, delivering essential everyday
software tools completely free of charge. Translated into over 30 languages,
available on all major computing platforms (Microsoft Windows, Mac OS X
X11, GNU/Linux, Solaris), OpenOffice.org Version 1 is now in use by tens of
millions of delighted users worldwide.

With Version 2, it gets even better:

the first office suite to use the new OASIS OpenDocument format, the future-proof 
international standard for office software
easier to install, with a whole new look and feel, matched to the type of computer 
in use
more intuitive, more easy to use than ever, with a host of new usability features
introducing a major new component, Base: an easy-to-use database manager with a fully 
integrated database
more compatible with other software packages – now understands even obscure and
rarely used features in major competitors

But the licence is still the same: you may download OpenOffice.org Version 2
completely free of any licence fees, use it for any purpose– private, educational,
government and public administration, commercial – and pass on copies free of
charge to family, friends, students, employees, etc.

What’s so great about OpenOffice.org?

As the name suggests, OpenOffice.org is the most open office suite available:

no commercial licences or software compliance issues to worry about
no language barriers - if it’s not yet available in your language, the chances are it will be
soon
available on all major computing platforms
the first office suite to comply with the OASIS OpenDocument format
the source code for the software is freely available under a full OSI certified licence

OpenOffice.org is synonymous with quality

the roots of OpenOffice.org go back twenty years, creating a huge wealth of experience
hundreds of thousands of users have participated in the beta testing of version 2
with a fully open development process, OpenOffice.org has nothing to hide - the product
stands or falls on its reputation

OpenOffice.org is friendly

the software looks and feels familiar and is instantly usable by anyone who has used a
competitive product
it’s easy to change to OpenOffice.org - the software reads all major competitors’ files
OpenOffice.org is supported by a global community of friendly volunteers, only too happy
to provide assistance to newcomers and advanced users alike
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What’s in OpenOffice.org?

WRITER is OpenOffice.org’s word processor: use it for anything from writing a quick letter to
producing an entire book with embedded illustrations, cross-references, tables of contents,
indexes, bibliographies... Auto-complete, auto-format, and real-time spelling check make light
work of the hardest task. Writer is powerful enough to tackle desktop publishing tasks such as
creating multi-column newsletters, brochures – the only limit is your imagination.

Use CALC to bring your numbers under control. This powerful spreadsheet has all the tools you 
need to calculate, analyse, summarise, and present your data in numerical reports or sizzling 
graphics. A fully-integrated help system makes entering complex formulas a breeze. 
Sophisticated decision-making tools are just a few mouse clicks away. Pull in external data 
using the Data Pilot, and sort it, filter it, and produce subtotals and statistical analyses. Use 
previews to select from thirteen categories of 2-D and 3-D charts including line, area, column, 
pie, XY, stock and net with dozens of variants.

IMPRESS is the fastest, most powerful way to create effective multimedia presentations. Your
presentations will truly stand out with special effects, animation and high-impact drawing tools.

DRAW will produce everything from simple diagrams to dynamic 3D illustrations and special
effects.

New to Version 2, BASE enables you to manipulate database data seamlessly within
OpenOffice.org. Create and modify tables, forms, queries, and reports, either using your own
database or Base’s own built-in HSQL database engine.

Find out more or try it today!

Notes
1Users of version 1.0 can find a summary of new features here.
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PDF-XChange 'Pro'

is our best selling solution for the creation of Adobe compatible PDF files from
virtually any Windows software such as MS Word, Excel, AutoCAD, MS Publisher
etc, the list is endless !

We offer 3 versions of PDF-XChange to meet the needs of different user
types, Lite, Standard and PRO

PDF-XChange PRO is identical to the Standard version, and also includes the
additional bundled application PDF-Tools.

See our P roduc t C omparison C hart for V ers ion features  info

PDF-XChange acts as a printer, but instead of the output going to paper in
the conventional manner - it is captured and re-directed to create a fully compatible, Text
Searchable, Adobe PDF File (subject to the source material being readable - image files
remain non text-searchable). You also receive MS Office integration allowing extra
functionality such as clickable Table of Contents (TOC) and embedded URL support (i.e. 'Click
Here' style links) + Office to PDF - a batch converter allowing the conversion of Multiple files to
PDF that are MS Office Supported formast such as .doc, .xls, .rtf, .html, .txt etc...

As a result of our efforts and time spent on improving our bestseller, the new version of
PDF-XChange has many new features which will make your life easier then ever before.

Here is a screen shot of the latest V3.5x Printer preferences page showing just some of the
functions available :

In 
In addition to the ability to create files (including up to 1.6 specification, though this later
format requires viewing with Adobe Acrobat Reader ver.7.0 or later), you can now:

Use PDF-XChange with the new 64 BIT for XP and Vista Versions of MS Windows.

use New Simple Mode interface option - if you prefer not to be faced with a myriad of 
choices - switch off the Advanced user mode and simplify the choices available, let 
PDF-XChange take the strain and make the complex options easy for you!

Append to an existing PDF file (also job management is now available & significantly 

improved);

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homepage

End-Users
Products for 

Features Chart
PDF-XChange 

PDF-XChange Lite

Standard
PDF-XChange 

PDF-XChange Pro

PDF-Tools

TIFF-XChange

Resellers Listings

Developers
Tools for 

Our Clients

Download

Buy Now!

Contacts

Support

Register with Us

Newsletters
Subscribe for 

Site Map



Tracker Software Products Ltd - Homepage - Products for End-Users ... http://www.docu-track.com/home/prod_user/pdfxchange_pro/

3 of 4 3/5/2006 4:05 PM

Mount Multiple source pages on a single output page ! (up to 16 pages per sheet) is 

supported;

output to resolutions of up to 2400 DPI, varied paper sizes (PDF-Xchange supports the 
42 most used paper formats + 100 forms sizes may be added by the user, DPI now 
may be not only chosen from the standard list, but also set up manually in the wide 
range of 50-2400 dpi);

manage embedded fonts (new options for font embedding are added in Version 3.5);

easily work with CJK fonts (PDF-XChange V3 supports fonts containing Unicode symbols,
making PDF-XChange an easy choice for users requiring Chinese, Japanese and Korean
etc (CJK) font compatibility.);

design and add watermarks to your output (now you may create combinations of 
watermarks (text and image and PDF file pages/overlays); use transparency for 
watermarks; print watermarks on a pre-defined range of pages);

recognize/create bookmarks automatically (bookmarks' creatiob and recognition is 
based on user-defined document parameters (font, font size, font style etc.) from any 
Windows application output - not just MS Office!;

send created PDF documents immeadiately via e-mail using the internal built-in mailer 

(SMTP) or call the default system mailer (MAPI) - such as MS Outlook;

save files to automated 'Macro' based file names and locations - and send by Email if 

required - totally automated if configured!;

call your favourite viewer or software application after the file is created;

create and use profiles to set the environment and setting according to different needs 

- and save them for a different user or use for differing 'job' profile needs!;

use Hot web URL links which are supported (links analyzer is significantly improved);

System Adminstrators performing large numbers of installs are welcome to use the 
in-built Silent Install Technology/.BAT file install - though we only provide this only to 
25+ license pack owners. We hope to inlcude real time on line product updates in the 
near future too for all registered owners

MS Office Integration for Word, Excel and Powerpoint with added benefits, Hyperlink 

Table of Contents created, Embedded URL links in text such as 'Click here' etc

Digital Certificate/Signature Support

and - much, much more!

Moreover, - we are proud that at the time of implementing these great features, we have
improved the speed of creation and the quality of output PDF files to create smaller files -
more quickly.

This End User PDF application costs from $69.50 per single User license with multi pack
license available, bringing the cost down even further per seat

Print to PDF ability from virtually any Windows application
PDF-Tools 
(provides numerous options to create and maniuplate PDF's)
MS Office Integration (Includes Toolbar Icons and special features)

MS Office Batch Converter

Offering numerous configuration and functionality options, PDF-XChange is easy to use
allowing the user to begin creating PDF files seconds after installation & now features Digital
Signature/Certificate support for your file security!

We also offer very, very aggressive pricing starting from just $69.50 for a single user to just
pennies if you are a large corporate user -whether you require 1 or 100,000 licenses, we think
you will agree the cost of PDF-XChange is hard to beat - see Pricing - PDF-XChange/Tools for
more details.
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downloadread more

PDF-XChange (Pro) v.3.50982  24/02/2006

PDF-XChange (Pro Edition)

PDF-XChange & PDF-Tools are together now - the Complete PDF Creation
and Management Tool with all possible features and options.

Works with any Windows application running on all Windows 32 bit
releases (Win 95 thru Windows XP) 

SEE Separate (NEXT) Download for Windows XP64/Vista.

PDF-XChange Pro Edit ion

PDF-XChange (Pro) v.3.50982 Single User License $69.50
PDF-XChange (Pro) v.3.50982 10 Users Pack $569.00
PDF-XChange (Pro) v.3.50982 25 Users Pack $899.00
PDF-XChange (Pro) v.3.50982 50 Users Pack $1490.00
PDF-XChange (Pro) v.3.50982 100 Use rs Pack $2149.00
PDF-XChange (Pro) v.3.50982 250 Use rs Pack $3190.00
PDF-XChange (Pro) v.3.50982 500 Use rs Pack $4290.00
PDF-XChange (Pro) v.3.50982 1000 Users Pack $5990.00
PDF-XChange (Pro) v.3.50982 Corp Site License Pack $4790.00
PDF-XChange (Pro) v.3.50982 Corp Country Pack $7890.00
PDF-XChange (Pro) v.3.50982 Corp World Wide Pack
(Global) $11849.00

PDF-XChange (Pro) v.3.50982 Academic Campus License $2149.00

Register  | Site map  | Privacy
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1. Form-Fillable Instructions
Overview
USPTO fill-in PDF forms use the features 
provided  with  Adobe  Acrobat  products. 
There  is  some  validation  of  the 
information  you  enter  but  you  are  still 
responsible  for  entering  all  required 
information  (instructions  may  require 
some  information  to  be  handwritten  on 
the form).

Software Requirements
To view, complete and print USPTO fill-in 
PDF forms you will need the free  Adobe 
Acrobat  Reader  software  installed  on 
your  computer.  Version 7.0.5 or  later  of 
Adobe Reader is recommended.

Opening the Form
Your web browser may be configured with 
an Adobe Reader plug-in to automatically 
open the file within your browser's window 
upon  download.  To  download  the  file 
directly to disk, right click the form title link 
then select "Save Target/Link As..." from 
the menu. Use Adobe Reader to open the 
file.

Completing the Form
When positioning the cursor on a fill-in area 
or  element,  the  cursor  will  change 
appearance. The I-beam pointer allows you 
to type text. The hand pointer allows you to 
select a check box or radio button.
Enter the appropriate data in each box or 
field.  To move from one field to the next, 
press the Tab key. You can also use your 
cursor  to  move  from  field  to  field. 
Place your cursor in the field you want to fill 
in, then left-click.
Some fields limit the maximum number of 
characters  you  can  enter  and  may 
automatically advance to the next field.
For additional help with fill-in forms, see the 
Adobe Reader's online help information. 

Tips: 
 Type the first letter of your country in 

the Country Name lists to find it 
quicker

 Use the latest version of Adobe 
Reader in order to ensure the form’s 
full functionality 

 Save a copy of your work to avoid 
loss

 The USPTO is only accepting 
certain types of applications 
electronically. Visit www.uspto.gov 
for more details

http://www.uspto.gov/
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html


2. Detailed Form Instructions by Field

Applicant Information:
Secrecy Order 
Checkbox

Rule 37 C.F.R. 5.2, states that if an invention has been determined to be a matter 
of national security, the Director of Patents & Trademarks has the right to keep the 
invention secret. Under the same rule, applicants are obligated to notify the Office 
of any related cases that the Commissioner has kept secret.

Inventor One who contributes to the conception of an invention. The patent law of the United 
States of America requires that the applicant in a patent application must be the 
inventor.

Legal Representative 
under 35 U.S.C. 117

35 U.S.C. 117 Legal representatives of deceased inventors and of those under 
legal incapacity may make application for patent upon compliance with the 
requirements and on the same terms and conditions applicable to the inventor.

Party of Interest 
under 35 U.S.C. 118

35 U.S.C. 118 Whenever an inventor refuses to execute an application for patent, 
or cannot be found or reached after diligent effort, a person to whom the inventor 
has assigned or agreed in writing to assign the invention or who otherwise shows 
sufficient proprietary interest in the matter justifying such action, may make 
application for patent on behalf of and as agent for the inventor on proof of the 
pertinent facts and a showing that such action is necessary to preserve the rights 
of the parties or to prevent irreparable damage; and the Director may grant a 
patent to such inventor upon such notice to him as the Director deems sufficient, 
and on compliance with such regulations as he prescribes.

Inventor Status Drop 
Down

In case of the death of the inventor, the legal representative (executor, 
administrator, etc.) of the deceased inventor may make the necessary oath or 
declaration, and apply for and obtain the patent. Where the inventor dies during the 
time intervening between the filing of the application and the granting of a patent 
thereon, the letters patent may be issued to the legal representative upon proper 
intervention. 
When the inventor is insane or legally incapacitated. In case an inventor is insane 
or otherwise legally incapacitated, the legal representative (guardian, conservator, 
etc.) of such inventor may make the necessary oath or declaration, and apply for 
and obtain the patent. 
Filing when an inventor refuses to sign or cannot be reached.(a) If a joint inventor 
refuses to join in an application for patent or cannot be found or reached after 
diligent effort, the application may be made by the other inventor on behalf of 
himself or herself and the nonsigning inventor. 

Given Name Enter the first or given name of the inventor.  If the inventor has only one name, 
enter a period in this field.  

Middle name Enter any middle name of the inventor. (Optional)
Family Name Enter the last or family name of the inventor.  
Suffix Enter any name suffix of the inventor; II., III., IV., Jr., Sr.
City Enter the city of the inventor’s residence.
State / Province Enter the state of the inventor’s residence. REQUIRED if the inventor is a U.S. 

resident. See State/Province List for choices. 
Active US Military 
Service

Select if the inventor is in Active U.S. Military service.

Region of Military 
Service

If the Active U.S. military service is selected, indicate the region of the world where 
the inventor is stationed. See Active Military Service Table for options.

Country of Residence Enter the country of residence of the inventor. Select a country from the drop-down 
menu for addresses outside of the United States or U.S. territories. REQUIRED. 
See Country Code Table for complete listing, along with abbreviation. 



Citizenship under 
1.41 (b)

Enter the citizenship of the inventor. Select the citizenship from the choices 
available in the drop-down menu.

Address-1 Enter the first line of the inventor’s address.
Address-2 Enter the second line of the inventor’s address. 

City Enter the city of the inventor’s address.
State / Province If the inventor’s address is in the United States or in a U.S. territory, enter the state 

of the inventor’s address. Select a state from the drop-down menu for addresses in 
the United States or U.S. territories. See State/Province List for choices.

Postal Code Enter the 5 - 9 digit postal code of the inventor's address. Entry of a postal code for 
foreign countries is optional.

Country Enter the country of the inventor’s address. Select a country from the drop-down 
menu for addresses outside of the United States or U.S. territories. See Country 
Code Table for complete listing, along with abbreviation. 

Additional Inventors Joint inventors must apply for a patent jointly and each must make the required 
oath or declaration: neither of them alone, nor less than the entire number, can 
apply for a patent for an invention invented by them jointly, except as provided in § 
1.47. (b) 

Delete Inventor 
Information Blocks

Choose this button to delete the adjacent Inventor section.

Active Organization 
Name

If the representative is an organization, select the Organization name box. 

Organization Name Enter the name of the organization or if the representative is an individual provide 
name information for the representative is the Inventor representative’s name 
fields. 

Prefix Enter any name prefix of the inventor's representative
Given Name Enter the first or given name of the inventor's representative.  If the representative 

has only a single name, enter a period in this field.   
Middle name Enter any middle name of the inventor's representative.
Family Name Enter the last or family name of the inventor's representative.
Suffix Enter any name suffix of the inventor's representative.
City Enter the city of the representative’s residence
State / Province Enter the state of the representative’s residence. Select a state from the drop-down 

menu for addresses in the United States or U.S. territories. REQUIRED if the 
representative is a U.S. resident. See State/Province List for choices.

Active US Military 
Service

Select if the representative is in Active U.S. Military service.

Region of Military 
Service

If the Active U.S. military service is selected, indicate the region of the world where 
the inventor is stationed. See Active Military Service Table for options.

Country of Residence Enter the country of residence of the representative. Select a country from the 
drop-down menu for addresses outside of the United States or U.S. territories. See 
Country Code Table for complete listing, along with abbreviation. 

Citizenship under 
1.41 (b)

Enter the citizenship of the representative. Select the citizenship from the choices 
available in the drop-down menu. See Country Code Table for complete listing, 
along with abbreviation. 

Address-1 Enter the first line of the representative’s address.  
Address-2 Enter the second line of the representative’s address.  

City Enter the city of the representative’s address
State / Province Enter the state of the representative’s address if the representative’s address is in 

the United States or a U.S. territory. Select a state from the drop-down menu for 
addresses in the United States or U.S. territories. See State/Province List for 
choices.



Postal Code Enter the 5 - 9 digit postal code of the representative’s address. Entry of a postal 
code for foreign countries is optional.

Country Enter the country of the representative’s address. Select a country from the drop-
down menu for addresses outside of the United States or U.S. territories. See 
Country Code Table for complete listing, along with abbreviation. 

Correspondence Information:
Provide a Customer 
Number Checkbox

Select this checkbox to have correspondence in this application sent to an address 
associated with a specific customer number.  

When filing an application, a correspondence address must be set forth in either an 
application data sheet (§ 1.76), or elsewhere, in a clearly identifiable manner, in 
any paper submitted with an application filing. If no correspondence address is 
specified, the Office may treat the mailing address of the first named inventor (if 
provided, see §§ 1.76(b)(1) and 1.63(c)(2)) as the correspondence address. The 
Office will direct all notices, official letters, and other communications relating to the 
application to the correspondence address. The Office will not engage in double 
correspondence with an applicant and a registered attorney or agent, or with more 
than one registered attorney or agent except as deemed necessary by the Director. 
If more than one correspondence address is specified, the Office will establish one 
as the correspondence address. For the party to whom correspondence is to be 
addressed, a daytime telephone number should be supplied in a clearly identifiable 
manner and may be changed by any party who may change the correspondence 
address.

Customer Number A number assigned by the Office that is used to simplify the submission of an address 
change, to appoint a practitioner, or to designate the fee address for a patent. Customer 
numbers are primarily used by attorneys and law firms, and must be requested using the 
"Request for Customer Number" form (PTO/SB/125  )  .   (previously referred to as 
"payor number") - 

Provide a customer 
address 

If a customer number is not entered, the customer correspondence address must 
be provided.

Name - 1 Enter the name for the correspondence address.
Name -2 Enter any additional name information for the address.
Address-1 Enter the first line of the correspondence address.
Address-2 Enter the second line of the correspondence address.

City Enter the city for the correspondence address.
State / Province If the correspondence address is located in the United States or in a U.S. territory, 

enter the state for the correspondence address. Select a state from the drop-down 
menu for addresses in the United States or U.S. territories. REQUIRED for a 
correspondence address that is in the United States or U.S. territories. See 
State/Province List for choices.

Country Enter the country of the correspondence address. Select a country from the drop-
down menu for addresses outside of the United States or U.S. territories. See 
Country Code Table for complete listing, along with abbreviation. 

Postal Code Enter the 5 - 9 digit postal code for the correspondence address. Entry of a postal 
code for foreign countries is optional.

Phone number Enter the telephone number for the correspondence address.
Fax number Enter the fax number for the correspondence address.
Email address Enter the e-mail address for the correspondence address.
Additional email 
address

You may enter up to 3 email addresses.

Application Information:

http://www.uspto.gov/web/forms/index.html


Title of the Invention The title of the invention may have up to 500 characters and it must be as short 
and specific as possible. The approved characters include: A-Z,0-9,standard 
keyboard characters plus ƒ,…,Œ,™,œ,Ÿ,¡,¢,£,¤,¥,§,©,ª,«,¬,®,°,±,²,³,µ,¹,º, 
»,¼,½,¾,¿, À,Á,Â,Ã,Ä,Å,Æ,Ç,È,É,Ê,Ë,Ì,Í,Î,Ï,Ñ,Ò,Ó,Ô,Õ,Ö,Ø,Ù,Ú,Û,Ü,Ý,
ß,à,á,â,ã,ä,å,æ,ç,è,é,ê,ë,ì,í,î,ï,ñ,ò,ó,ô,õ,ö,÷,ø,ù,ú,û,ü,ý,ÿ,

Attorney Docket 
Number

This field is optional. It may be used to enter an internal reference number 
associated with this submission. This field is limited to 25 characters. 

Entity Status Small For purposes of small entity determination per MPEP 509.02 - means an independent 
inventor, a small business concern, or a nonprofit organization eligible for reduced 
patent fees.  

Application Type An application may be either provisional, non-provisional, or a reissue. 
At this time EFS-Web does not accept reissue applications.  Select the 
application type from the drop-down list.  

Subject Matter An application may be either a utility application, a design application, or 
a plant application.  At this time EFS-Web does not accept plant 
applications.  Select the subject matter of the application from the drop-
down list.  

Suggested 
Classification

Enter a suggested classification for the application. Optional.

Sub Class Enter a suggested subclass for the application. Optional.
Suggested Technology 
Center

Enter a suggested technology center for the application.

Total Number of 
Drawing Sheets

Enter the total number of drawing sheets in the application.

Suggested Figure for 
Publication

Enter a suggested figure for publication. 

Latin Name Enter the Latin Name of the plant described in the submission as required by 
UPOV.

Variety Denomination 
Name

Enter the Variety denomination of the plant described in the submission as 
required by UPOV.

Request Early 
Publication

Request for early publication – Select if this application should be published as 
soon as possible.

Request Not to Publish Check this box if a request for non-publication under 35 U.S.C. 122(b) and 37 
CFR 1.213 is being made.  

Representative Information:
Customer Number 
Selection

Check this box if you want to provide a Customer Number for patent practitioners 
associated with this application.

Customer Number 
Entry

If Customer number is selected enter the customer number associated with 
patent practitioner information for this application.

Prefix Enter any name prefix of the patent practitioner. Choose the desired prefix from 
the drop-down menu.

Given Name Enter the first or given name of the patent practitioner.
Middle Name Enter any middle name of the patent practitioner.
Family Name Enter the last or family name of the patent practitioner. REQUIRED.
Suffix Enter any name suffix of the patent practitioner. 
Registration number Enter the USPTO registration number of the patent practitioner. 
Add Additional 
Representatives

If patent practitioner is selected, enter the name and registration information for 
each patent practitioner and select the Add button when the information is 
complete. Repeat for each patent practitioner. 

http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/mpep/documents/0500_509_02.htm#sect509.02


Delete Representative If you want to delete a patent practitioner select the delete button next to the 
patent practitioner you wish to remove.

Domestic Priority Information:
Application Number If this field is left blank, it will signify "This Application is a" to refer to the 

application being submitted. You may also enter any application number that is 
already referred to in the Prior Application Number fields on the current form.

Continuity Type Select the relationship between patent applications by selecting one of eight 
available relationship buttons. The relationships are continuation, division, 
continuation-in-part, 371 of international, substitution, reissue and non-
provisional.

Prior Application 
Number

Provide the application serial number for the related application.

Prior Filing Date 
(MM/DD/YY)

Select the filing date of the prior related application from the drop-down menu, 
which converts into a calendar. 

Application Status Select the status of the related application, Issued, Pending, Abandoned, or 
Expired.

Add Domestic Priority 
Data

Add the information to the continuity information list by selecting the Add button.

Delete Domestic 
Priority Data

Delete the information to the continuity information list by selecting the Delete 
button.

Foreign Priority Information:
Application Number Enter the Foreign Document Number of an associated foreign-filed application in 

the Application Number field. PCT number format: PCT/aaYY/xxxxx or 
PCT/aaYYYY/xxxxx where aa is valid foreign receiving office/country code YY or 
YYYY is year and xxxxx is the five-digit number.

Country Enter the country where the application was filed.
Parent Filing Date 
(MM/DD/YY)

Enter the foreign filing date in the Date field.

Priority Claimed Yes/No Indicate whether or not foreign priority is claimed by selecting the appropriate 
radio button. 

Add Add additional information to the Foreign Priority Information list by selecting the 
Add button.

Delete Delete information to the Foreign Priority Information list by selecting the Delete 
button.

Publication Assignee Information:
Organization Select the Organization name box if the assignee is an organization. 
Organization Name If the application is assigned to an organization, enter the name of the 

organization.
Prefix Enter any name prefix of the assignee. Choose the desired prefix from the drop-

down menu.
Given Name If the application is assigned to an individual or group of individuals, enter the 

first or given name of the assignee.  If the assignee has only one name enter a 
period into one of the name fields.

Middle Name Enter any middle name of the assignee.
Family Name Enter the name of the assignee that USPTO is to publish on the front page of the 

patent application publication. 
Suffix Enter any name suffix of the assignee
Address 1 Enter the first line of the address of the assignee that USPTO is to publish on the 

front page of the patent application publication. 



Address 2 Enter the second line of the assignee’s address.
City Enter the city of the assignee’s address
Postal Code Enter the 5 - 9 digit postal code of the assignee. Entry of a postal code for foreign 

countries is optional
State / Province Enter the state of the assignee’s address. Select a state from the drop-down 

menu for addresses in the United States or U.S. territories. See State/Province 
List for choices.

Country Enter the country of the assignee’s address. Select a country from the drop-down 
menu for addresses outside of the United States or U.S. territories. See Country 
Code List for choices.

Phone Number Enter the telephone number of the assignee.
Fax Number Enter the fax number of the assignee.
Email Address Enter the e-mail address of the assignee. 
Add Button Additional Assignee information Blocks may be generated.
Delete Button Assignee information Blocks may be deleted.

Signature:
Signature This signature is an electronic legal signature. The individual named MUST add 

a signature. Electronic signature should be in the format /###/ where # is alpha-
numeric, space or punctuation (but not / or ?), it cannot just have space or 
punctuations. Example: "/John Doe/".  For more information see 37 CFR 
1.4(d)(3).   

Parent Filing Date 
(MM/DD/YY)

Enter the date that the submission is being signed. Or, select the date from the 
drop-down menu, which converts into a calendar.

Name / Print Type or write the name of the filer.
Registration Number Please enter a Registration Number if you are a patent practitioner.



3. Country Code Table
COUNTRY CODE

AFGHANISTAN AF
ALBANIA AL
ALGERIA DZ
ANDORRA AD
ANGOLA AO
ANGUILLA AI
ANTARCTICA AQ
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA AG
ARGENTINA AR
ARMENIA AM
ARUBA AW
AUSTRALIA AU
AUSTRIA AT
AZERBAIJAN AZ
BAHAMAS BS
BAHRAIN BH
BANGLADESH BD
BARBADOS BB
BELARUS BY
BELGIUM BE
BELIZE BZ
BENIN BJ
BERMUDA BM
BHUTAN BT
BOLIVIA BO
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA BA
BOTSWANA BW
BOUVET ISLAND BV
BRAZIL BR
BRITISH INDIAN OCEAN TERRITORY IO
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM BN
BULGARIA BG
BURKINA FASO BF
BURUNDI BI
CAMBODIA KH
CAMEROON CM
CANADA CA
CANTON AND ENDERBURY ISLANDS CT
CAPE VERDE CV
CAYMAN ISLANDS KY
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC CF
CHAD TD
CHILE CL
CHINA CN
CHRISTMAS ISLAND CX
COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS CC
COLOMBIA CO
COMOROS KM

CONGO CG
CONGO, THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CD
COOK ISLANDS CK
COSTA RICA CR
COTE D'IVOIRE CI
CROATIA HR
CUBA CU
CYPRUS CY
CZECH REPUBLIC CZ
CZECHOSLOVAKIA CS
DENMARK DK
DJIBOUTI DJ
DOMINICA DM
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC DO
DRONNING MAUD LAND NQ
EAST TIMOR TP
ECUADOR EC
EGYPT EG
EL SALVADOR SV
EQUATORIAL GUINEA GQ
ERITREA ER
ESTONIA EE
ETHIOPIA ET
FALKLAND ISLANDS (MALVINAS) FK
FAROE ISLANDS FO
FIJI FJ
FINLAND FI
FRANCE FR
FRENCH GUIANA GF
FRENCH POLYNESIA PF
FRENCH SOUTHERN AND ANTARCTIC 
TERRITORIES FQ
FRENCH SOUTHERN TERRITORIES TF
GABON GA
GAMBIA GM
GEORGIA GE
GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC DD
GERMANY DE
GHANA GH
GIBRALTAR GI
GREECE GR
GREENLAND GL
GRENADA GD
GUADELOUPE GP
GUATEMALA GT
GUINEA GN
GUINEA-BISSAU GW
GUYANA GY
HAITI HT



HEARD ISLAND AND MCDONALD ISLANDS HM
HOLY SEE (VATICAN CITY STATE) VA
HONDURAS HN
HONG KONG HK
HUNGARY HU
ICELAND IS
INDIA IN
INDONESIA ID
IRAN, ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IR
IRAQ IQ
IRELAND IE
ISRAEL IL
ITALY IT
JAMAICA JM
JAPAN JP
JORDAN JO
KAZAKSTAN KZ
KENYA KE
KIRIBATI KI
KOREA, DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KP
KOREA, REPUBLIC OF KR
KUWAIT KW
KYRGYZSTAN KG
LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC LA
LATVIA LV
LEBANON LB
LESOTHO LS
LIBERIA LR
LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA LY
LIECHTENSTEIN LI
LITHUANIA LT
LUXEMBOURG LU
MACAU MO
MACEDONIA, THE FORMER YUGOSLAV 
REPUBLIC OF MK
MADAGASCAR MG
MALAWI MW
MALAYSIA MY
MALDIVES MV
MALI ML
MALTA MT
MARSHALL ISLANDS MH
MARTINIQUE MQ
MAURITANIA MR
MAURITIUS MU
MAYOTTE YT
MEXICO MX
MIRCRONESIA, FEDERATED STATES OF FM
MOLDOVA, REPUBLIC OF MD
MONACO MC
MONGOLIA MN

MONTSERRAT MS
MOROCCO MA
MOZAMBIQUE MZ
MYANMAR MM
NAMIBIA NA
NAURU NR
NEPAL NP
NETHERLANDS NL
NETHERLANDS ANTILLES AN
NEUTRAL ZONE NT
NEW CALEDONIA NC
NEW ZEALAND NZ
NICARAGUA NI
NIGER NE
NIGERIA NG
NIUE NU
NORFOLK ISLAND NF
NORWAY NO
NOT PROVIDED XP
OMAN OM
PACIFIC ISLANDS (TRUST TERRITORY) PC
PAKISTAN PK
PALAU PW
PANAMA PA
PANAMA CANAL ZONE PZ
PAPUA NEW GUINEA PG
PARACEL ISLANDS QP
PARAGUAY PY
PERU PE
PHILIPPINES PH
PITCAIRN PN
POLAND PL
PORTUGAL PT
QATAR QA
REUNION RE
ROMANIA RO
RUSSIAN FEDERATION RU
RWANDA RW
SAINT HELENA SH
SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS KN
SAINT LUCIA LC
SAINT PIERRE AND MIQUELON PM
SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES VC
SAMOA WS
SAN MARINO SM
SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE ST
SAUDI ARABIA SA
SENEGAL SN
SEYCHELLES SC
SIERRA LEONE SL



SINGAPORE SG
SLOVAKIA SK
SLOVENIA SI
SOLOMON ISLANDS SB
SOMALIA SO
SOUTH AFRICA ZA
SOUTH GEORGIA AND THE SOUTH SANDWICH 
ISLANDS GS
SPAIN ES
SRI LANKA LK
STATELESS ZZ
SUDAN SD
SURINAME SR
SVALBARD AND JAN MAYEN SJ
SWAZILAND SZ
SWEDEN SE
SWITZERLAND CH
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC SY
TAIWAN TW
TAJIKISTAN TJ
TANZANIA, UNITED REPUBLIC OF TZ
THAILAND TH
TOGO TG
TOKELAU TK
TONGA TO
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO TT
TUNISIA TN
TURKEY TR
TURKMENISTAN TM
TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS TC
TUVALU TV
UGANDA UG
UKRAINE UA
UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS SU
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES AE
UNITED KINGDOM GB
UNITED STATES US
URUGUAY UY
UZBEKISTAN UZ
VANUATU VU
VENEZUELA VE
VIET NAM VN
VIET-NAM, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VD
VIRGIN ISLANDS, BRITISH VG
WALLIS AND FUTUNA WF
WESTERN SAHARA EH
YEMEN YE
YEMEN, DEMOCRATIC YD
YUGOSLAVIA YU
ZAMBIA ZM
ZIMBABWE ZW



4. WIPO ST.3 Table
COUNTRY CODE

ANDORRA AD
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES AE
AFGHANISTAN AF
ALGERIA DZ
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA AG
ANGUILLA AI
ARMENIA AM
ALBANIA AL
NETHERLANDS ANTILLES AN
ANGOLA AO
AFRICAN REGIONAL INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY 
ORGANIZATION (ARIPO)

AP

ARGENTINA AR
AUSTRALIA AU
ARUBA AW
AZERBAIJAN AZ
BANGLADESH BD
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA BA
BAHRAIN BH
BARBADOS BB
BELGIUM BE
BULGARIA BG
BHUTAN BT
BURUNDI BI
BERMUDA BM
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM BN
BOLIVIA BO
BRAZIL BR
BAHAMAS BS
BOTSWANA BW
MYANMAR MM
BOUVET ISLAND BV
BENELUX TRADEMARK OFFICE (BBDM) AND 
BENELUX DESIGNS OFFICE (BBDM)

BX

BELARUS BY
BELIZE BZ
CANADA CA
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO CD
CHILE CL
CONGO CG
SWITZERLAND CH
COTE D'IVOIRE CI
COOK ISLANDS CK
SRI LANKA LK
COLOMBIA CO
COSTA RICA CR
CUBA CU
HOLY SEE VA

CAPE VERDE CV
CYPRUS CY
CZECH REPUBLIC CZ
BENIN BJ
DJIBOUTI DJ
DENMARK DK
DOMINICA DM
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC DO
GERMANY DE
ETHIOPIA ET
EURASIAN PATENT ORGANIZATION (EAPO) EA
ECUADOR EC
ESTONIA EE
WESTERN SAHARA EH
IRELAND IE
EUROPEAN (EU) OFFICE FOR HARMONIZATION 
IN THE INTERNAL MARKET (OHIM)

EM

EUROPEAN PATENT OFFICE (EPO) EP
ERITREA ER
SPAIN ES
EGYPT EG
FIJI FJ
FALKLAND ISLANDS (MALVINAS) FK
LIECHTENSTEIN LI
FAROE ISLANDS FO
FRANCE FR
GABON GA
UNITED KINGDOM GB
PATENT OFFICE OF THE COOPERATION 
COUNCIL FOR THE ARAB STATES OF THE GULF 
(GCC)

GC

GRENADA GD
GAMBIA GM
GEORGIA GE
GHANA GH
GUINEA GN
GIBRALTAR GI
GREENLAND GL
EQUATORIAL GUINEA GQ
GREECE GR
SOUTH GEORGIA AND THE SOUTH SANDWICH 
ISLANDS

GS

GUATEMALA GT
GUINEA-BISSAU GW
GUYANA GY
HAITI HT
THE HONG KONG SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE 
REGION OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

HK

HONDURAS HN
CROATIA HR
HUNGARY HU



INTERNATIONAL BUREAU OF THE WORLD 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 
(WIPO)

IB

INDONESIA ID
ISRAEL IL
INDIA IN
IRAQ IQ
IRAN, ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IR
ICELAND IS
ITALY IT
JAPAN JP
JAMAICA JM
JORDAN JO
CAMEROON CM
KENYA KE
KYRGYZSTAN KG
KIRIBATI KI
COMOROS KM
DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KOREA KP
SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS KN
REPUBLIC OF KOREA KR
KUWAIT KW
CAYMAN ISLANDS KY
KAZAKHSTAN KZ
LAOS LA
LEBANON LB
SAINT LUCIA LC
LIBERIA LR
LESOTHO LS
LITHUANIA LT
LUXEMBOURG LU
LATVIA LV
LIBYA LY
MOROCCO MA
MONACO MC
MADAGASCAR MG
REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA MD
MALI ML
THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 
MACEDONIA

MK

MALTA MT
MONGOLIA MN
MACAU MO
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS MP
MAURITIUS MU
MONTSERRAT MS
MAURITANIA MR
OMAN OM
MALDIVES MV
MALAWI MW
MEXICO MX

MALAYSIA MY
MOZAMBIQUE MZ
NICARAGUA NI
NAMIBIA NA
NIGER NE
NETHERLANDS NL
NORWAY NO
NEPAL NP
NAURU NR
NEW ZEALAND NZ
AFRICAN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
ORGANIZATION (OAPI)

OA

AUSTRIA AT
PERU PE
PARAGUAY PY
PHILIPPINES PH
PAKISTAN PK
PANAMA PA
POLAND PL
PAPUA NEW GUINEA PG
PORTUGAL PT
PALAU PW
QATAR QA
CHINA CN
ROMANIA RO
RUSSIAN FEDERATION RU
RWANDA RW
SAUDI ARABIA SA
SOLOMON ISLANDS SB
SEYCHELLES SC
SUDAN SD
FINLAND FI
SINGAPORE SG
SAINT HELENA SH
SLOVENIA SI
SLOVAKIA SK
EL SALVADOR SV
SAN MARINO SM
SENEGAL SN
SOMALIA SO
SYRIA SY
SURINAME SR
SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE ST
SWEDEN SE
SWAZILAND SZ
UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA TZ
TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS TC
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO TT
THAILAND TH
TONGA TO
TAJIKISTAN TJ



TURKMENISTAN TM
TUNISIA TN
TOGO TG
EAST TIMOR TP
TURKEY TR
CHAD TD
TUVALU TV
TAIWAN TW
UKRAINE UA
UGANDA UG
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA US
BURKINA FASO BF
URUGUAY UY
UZBEKISTAN UZ
SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES VC
VENEZUELA VE
VIRGIN ISLANDS, BRITISH VG
VIET NAM VN
VANUATU VU
SIERRA LEONE SL
NIGERIA NG
WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
ORGANIZATION (WIPO) (INTERNATIONAL 
BUREAU OF)

WO

SAMOA WS
YUGOSLAVIA YU
SOUTH AFRICA ZA
ZAMBIA ZM
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC CF
CAMBODIA KH
ZIMBABWE ZW
YEMEN YE
EUROPEAN (EU) COMMUNITY PLANT VARIETY 
OFFICE (CPVO)

QZ



5. State/Province List 
U.S. State / U.S. territories / Canadian 

Provinces Code
ALABAMA AL
ALASKA AK
ALBERTA AB
AMERICAN SAMOA AS
ARIZONA AZ
ARKANSAS AR
Armed Forces in Americas excluding Canada AA
Armed Forces in Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and 
Canada AE
Armed Forces in the Pacific AP
BAKER ISLAND 81
BRITISH COLUMBIA BC
CALIFORNIA CA
CHANNEL ISLANDS CHA
COLORADO CO
CONNECTICUT CT
DELAWARE DE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA DC
FLORIDA FL
GEORGIA GA
GUAM GU
HAWAII HI
HOWLAND ISLAND 84
IDAHO ID
ILLINOIS IL
INDIANA IN
IOWA IA
JARVIS ISLAND 86
JOHNSTON ATOLL 67
KANSAS KS
KENTUCKY KY
KINGMAN REEF 89
LOUISIANA LA
MAINE ME
MANITOBA MB
MARYLAND MD
MASSACHUSETTS MA
MICHIGAN MI
MIDWAY ISLANDS 71
MINNESOTA MN
MISSISSIPPI MS
MISSOURI MO
MONTANA MT
NAVASSA ISLAND 76
NEBRASKA NE
NEVADA NV
NEW BRUNSWICK NB
NEW HAMPSHIRE NH

NEW JERSEY NJ
NEW MEXICO NM
NEW YORK NY
NEWFOUNDLAND NF
NORTH CAROLINA NC
NORTH DAKOTA ND
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES NT
NOVA SCOTIA NS
NUNAVUT NU
OHIO OH
OKLAHOMA OK
ONTARIO ON
OREGON OR
PALMYRA ATOLL 95
PENNSYLVANIA PA
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND PE
PUERTO RICO PR
QUEBEC QC
RHODE ISLAND RI
SASKATCHEWAN SK
SOUTH CAROLINA SC
SOUTH DAKOTA SD
TENNESSEE TN
TEXAS TX
UNITED STATES MINOR OUTLYING ISLANDS UM
UTAH UT
VERMONT VT
VIRGIN ISLANDS, U.S. VI
VIRGINIA VA
WAKE ISLAND 79
WASHINGTON WA
WEST VIRGINIA WV
WISCONSIN WI
WYOMING WY
YUKON TERRITORY YT



6. Active Military Descriptions Table

AE The inventor is serving in Europe or Africa
AP The inventor is serving in the Pacific
AA The inventor is serving in the Americas 

excluding Canada
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1. Form-Fillable Instructions

Overview
USPTO fill-in PDF forms use the features
provided with Adobe Acrobat products.
There  is  some  validation  of  the
information you enter but you are still
responsible  for  entering  all  required
information  (instructions  may  require
some information to be handwritten on
the form).

Software Requirements
To view, complete and print USPTO fill-in
PDF forms you will need the free Adobe
Acrobat Reader  software installed on
your computer. Version 7.0.5 or later of
Adobe Reader is recommended.

Opening the Form
Your web browser may be configured with
an Adobe Reader plug-in to automatically
open the file within your browser's window
upon download. To download the  file
directly to disk, right click the form title link
then select "Save Target/Link As..." from
the menu. Use Adobe Reader to open the
file.

Completing the Form
When positioning the cursor on a fill-in area
or  element,  the  cursor  will  change
appearance. The I-beam pointer allows you
to type text. The hand pointer allows you to
select a check box or radio button.
Enter the appropriate data in each box or
field. To move from one field to the next,
press the Tab key. You can also use your
cursor  to  move  from  field  to  field.
Place your cursor in the field you want to fill
in, then left-click.
Some fields limit the maximum number of
characters  you  can  enter  and  may
automatically advance to the next field.
For additional help with fill-in forms, see the
Adobe Reader's online help information. 

Tips: 
Ø Type the first letter of your country in

the Country Name lists to find it
quicker

Ø Use the latest version of Adobe
Reader in order to ensure the form’s
full functionality 

Ø Save a copy of your work to avoid
loss

Ø The USPTO is only accepting
certain types of applications
electronically. Visit www.uspto.gov
for more details



2. Detailed Form Instructions by Field
Information Disclosure Statement Header:
Application Number Enter the US Application number you wish to file the Information Disclosure

Statement against, for example 99999999 or 09999999
Filing Date Enter the filing date of the US Application number with which you are filing the

Information Disclosure Statement.  
First Named Inventor Enter the Last Name of the first named inventor.  If the name is more than 50

characters in length. Characters beyond the 50th will be truncated in USPTO
internal systems

Art Unit Enter the Art Unit location if known.
Examiner Name Enter the name of the examiner assigned, if known or likely to be assigned to

the corresponding patent application.
Attorney Docket Number Enter the Attorney Docket Number.  The text format is alpha numeric.

U.S. Patents:
Examiner Initial When the examiner processes the form, he or she will initial this box if they

accept the citation.  For USPTO action only.
Cite Number This number is self-incrementing; as you add more citations, this number will

increase by one to a maximum of 50.  When U.S. Patent Application
Publications are also listed, the maximum combined total is 50.  For USPTO
action only.

Patent Number Enter the Patent Number to be cited, example is 9999999 or 09999999
Kind Enter the Kind code of the patent number if known.  WIPO Standard ST. 16

codes (kind codes) include a letter, and in many cases a number, used to
distinguish the kind of patent document (e.g., publication of an application for
a utility patent (patent application publication), patent, plant patent application
publication, plant patent, or design patent) and the level of publication (e.g.,
first publication, second publication, or corrected publication). 

Issue Date Enter the date of Issue for the cited patent.
Name of Patentee or
Applicant of cited
Document

Enter the Last Name of the first named inventor of the cited patent.  If the
name is more than 50 characters in length characters beyond the 50th will be
truncated in USPTO internal systems

Pages, Columns, Lines
where relevant passages
or relevant figures
appear.

Enter any relevant information of the cited patent regarding Page Number,
Column Location or Line Number where the Relevant Passages or Figures
appear.

Remove Selecting the DELETE button will delete the last U.S. Patent Citation row of
data.

Add Selecting the ADD button will add additional U.S. Patent Citation data fields.

U.S. Patent Application Publications
Examiner Initial When the examiner processes the form, he or she will initial this box if they

accept the citation.  For USPTO action only.
Cite Number This number is self-incrementing; as you add more citations, this number will

increase by one to a maximum of 50.  When U.S. Patents are also listed, are
also listed, the maximum combined total is 50.  For USPTO action only.

Publication Number Enter the Publication Number to be cited, example is YYYY9999999
Kind Enter the Kind code of the patent number if known.  WIPO Standard ST. 16

codes (kind codes) include a letter, and in many cases a number, used to
distinguish the kind of patent document (e.g., publication of an application for
a utility patent (patent application publication), patent, plant patent application
publication, plant patent, or design patent) and the level of publication (e.g.,
first publication, second publication, or corrected publication). 



Publication Date Enter the date of Publication for the cited application.
Name of Patentee or
Applicant of cited
Document

Enter the Last Name of the first named inventor of the cited patent.  If the
name is more than 50 characters in length characters beyond the 50th will be
truncated in USPTO internal systems

Pages, Columns, Lines
where relevant passages
or relevant figures
appear.

Enter any relevant information of the cited patent regarding Page Number,
Column Location or Line Number where the Relevant Passages or Figures
appear.

Remove Selecting the DELETE button will delete the selected U.S. Patent Citation row
of data.

Add Selecting the ADD button will add additional U.S. Patent Citation data fields.

Foreign Patent Documents:
Examiner Initial When the examiner processes the form, he or. she will initial this box if they

accept the citation.  For USPTO action only.
Cite Number This number is self-incrementing; as you add more citations, this number will

increase by one to a maximum of 50.  For USPTO action only.
Foreign Document
Number

Enter up to 17 characters alpha numeric of the Foreign Document Number.

Country Code See the attached WIPO ST.3 Table for the correct 2 digit code.
Kind See the attached WIPO ST.16 Kind Code Table
Publication Date Date of Publication of the Foreign Patent Document
Name of Patentee or
Applicant of cited
Document

If known, enter the Last Name of the Inventor of the cited Foreign Patent
Document

Pages, Columns, Lines
where relevant passages
or relevant figures
appear.

List the page, column or line number of the relevant text or figures of the cited
Foreign Patent Document.

T Check the box if an English translation of the Foreign Patent Document is
attached to the IDS submission

Remove Selecting the DELETE button will delete the bottom Foreign Patent Document
Citation row of data.

Add Selecting the ADD button will Add an additional row of data for Foreign Patent
Document citation.

Non-Patent Literature Documents:
Examiner Initial When the examiner processes the form, he or. she will initial this box if they

accept the citation.  USPTO internal action only.
Cite Number This number is self-incrementing; as you add more citations, this number will

increase by one to a maximum of 50.  USPTO internal action only.
Name of the author, title
of the article, title of the
item, publisher, city and
or country where
published.

If known, enter the Last Name of the author, the title of the article or item, the
publisher, city and or country of publication.

T Check the box if an English translation of the Non-Patent Literature is
attached to the IDS submission

Remove Selecting the DELETE button will delete the bottom citation row of Non-Patent
Literature.

Add Selecting the ADD button will Add an additional citation row of data for Non-
Patent Literature.



Certification Statement
That each item of information contained in the
information disclosure statement was first cited in
any communication from a foreign patent office in a
counterpart foreign application not more than three
months prior to the filing of the information
disclosure statement. 

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the
appropriate selection(s): 

That no item of information contained in the
information disclosure statement was cited in a
communication from a foreign patent office in a
counterpart foreign application, and, to the
knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of
information contained in the information disclosure
statement was known to any individual designated
in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to
the filing of the information disclosure statement. 

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the
appropriate selection(s): 

See attached certification statement. Select this box if the eFiler intends to submit their
own IDS Certification Statement.

Fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been
submitted herewith.

Select this box for an Information Disclosure
Statement under CFR 37 1.97(c) or 1.97 (d) or a
submission under CFR 1.37 1.99:

None Select this box if none of the selections apply.

Signature
Signature Enter the electronic signature of the individual signing the Information

Disclosure Statement.  An example would be /John Q Public/  See 37CFR
1.4d(3)

Date Enter the date of submission of the Information Disclosure Statement.
Name/Print Type or write the name of the individual submitting the Information Disclosure

Statement.
Registration Number Enter the Registration Number of the U.S. Patent Practitioner who is

submitting the Information Disclosure Statement.
Remove Selecting the DELETE button will delete the bottom citation row of Non-Patent

Literature.
Add Selecting the ADD button will Add an additional citation row of data for Non-

Patent Literature.



3. WIPO ST.3 Table
COUNTRY CODE

ANDORRA AD

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES AE

AFGHANISTAN AF

ALGERIA DZ

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA AG

ANGUILLA AI

ARMENIA AM

ALBANIA AL

NETHERLANDS ANTILLES AN

ANGOLA AO

AFRICAN REGIONAL INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY
ORGANIZATION (ARIPO)

AP

ARGENTINA AR

AUSTRALIA AU

ARUBA AW

AZERBAIJAN AZ

BANGLADESH BD

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA BA

BAHRAIN BH

BARBADOS BB

BELGIUM BE

BULGARIA BG

BHUTAN BT

BURUNDI BI

BERMUDA BM

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM BN

BOLIVIA BO

BRAZIL BR

BAHAMAS BS

BOTSWANA BW

MYANMAR MM

BOUVET ISLAND BV

BENELUX TRADEMARK OFFICE (BBDM) AND
BENELUX DESIGNS OFFICE (BBDM)

BX

BELARUS BY

BELIZE BZ

CANADA CA

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO CD

CHILE CL

CONGO CG

SWITZERLAND CH

COTE D'IVOIRE CI

COOK ISLANDS CK

SRI LANKA LK

COLOMBIA CO

COSTA RICA CR

CUBA CU

HOLY SEE VA

CAPE VERDE CV

CYPRUS CY

CZECH REPUBLIC CZ

BENIN BJ

DJIBOUTI DJ

DENMARK DK

DOMINICA DM

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC DO

GERMANY DE

ETHIOPIA ET

EURASIAN PATENT ORGANIZATION (EAPO) EA

ECUADOR EC

ESTONIA EE

WESTERN SAHARA EH

IRELAND IE

EUROPEAN (EU) OFFICE FOR HARMONIZATION
IN THE INTERNAL MARKET (OHIM)

EM

EUROPEAN PATENT OFFICE (EPO) EP

ERITREA ER

SPAIN ES

EGYPT EG

FIJI FJ

FALKLAND ISLANDS (MALVINAS) FK

LIECHTENSTEIN LI

FAROE ISLANDS FO

FRANCE FR

GABON GA

UNITED KINGDOM GB

PATENT OFFICE OF THE COOPERATION
COUNCIL FOR THE ARAB STATES OF THE GULF
(GCC)

GC

GRENADA GD

GAMBIA GM

GEORGIA GE

GHANA GH

GUINEA GN

GIBRALTAR GI

GREENLAND GL

EQUATORIAL GUINEA GQ

GREECE GR

SOUTH GEORGIA AND THE SOUTH SANDWICH
ISLANDS

GS

GUATEMALA GT

GUINEA-BISSAU GW

GUYANA GY

HAITI HT

THE HONG KONG SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE
REGION OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

HK



HONDURAS HN

CROATIA HR

HUNGARY HU

INTERNATIONAL BUREAU OF THE WORLD
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION
(WIPO)

IB

INDONESIA ID

ISRAEL IL

INDIA IN

IRAQ IQ

IRAN, ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IR

ICELAND IS

ITALY IT

JAPAN JP

JAMAICA JM

JORDAN JO

CAMEROON CM

KENYA KE

KYRGYZSTAN KG

KIRIBATI KI

COMOROS KM

DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KOREA KP

SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS KN

REPUBLIC OF KOREA KR

KUWAIT KW

CAYMAN ISLANDS KY

KAZAKHSTAN KZ

LAOS LA

LEBANON LB

SAINT LUCIA LC

LIBERIA LR

LESOTHO LS

LITHUANIA LT

LUXEMBOURG LU

LATVIA LV

LIBYA LY

MOROCCO MA

MONACO MC

MADAGASCAR MG

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA MD

MALI ML

THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF
MACEDONIA

MK

MALTA MT

MONGOLIA MN

MACAU MO

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS MP

MAURITIUS MU

MONTSERRAT MS

MAURITANIA MR

OMAN OM

MALDIVES MV

MALAWI MW

MEXICO MX

MALAYSIA MY

MOZAMBIQUE MZ

NICARAGUA NI

NAMIBIA NA

NIGER NE

NETHERLANDS NL

NORWAY NO

NEPAL NP

NAURU NR

NEW ZEALAND NZ

AFRICAN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
ORGANIZATION (OAPI)

OA

AUSTRIA AT

PERU PE

PARAGUAY PY

PHILIPPINES PH

PAKISTAN PK

PANAMA PA

POLAND PL

PAPUA NEW GUINEA PG

PORTUGAL PT

PALAU PW

QATAR QA

CHINA CN

ROMANIA RO

RUSSIAN FEDERATION RU

RWANDA RW

SAUDI ARABIA SA

SOLOMON ISLANDS SB

SEYCHELLES SC

SUDAN SD

FINLAND FI

SINGAPORE SG

SAINT HELENA SH

SLOVENIA SI

SLOVAKIA SK

EL SALVADOR SV

SAN MARINO SM

SENEGAL SN

SOMALIA SO

SYRIA SY

SURINAME SR

SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE ST

SWEDEN SE

SWAZILAND SZ

UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA TZ

TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS TC

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO TT



THAILAND TH

TONGA TO

TAJIKISTAN TJ

TURKMENISTAN TM

TUNISIA TN

TOGO TG

EAST TIMOR TP

TURKEY TR

CHAD TD

TUVALU TV

TAIWAN TW

UKRAINE UA

UGANDA UG

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA US

BURKINA FASO BF

URUGUAY UY

UZBEKISTAN UZ

SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES VC

VENEZUELA VE

VIRGIN ISLANDS, BRITISH VG

VIET NAM VN

VANUATU VU

SIERRA LEONE SL

NIGERIA NG

WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
ORGANIZATION (WIPO) (INTERNATIONAL
BUREAU OF)

WO

SAMOA WS

YUGOSLAVIA YU

SOUTH AFRICA ZA

ZAMBIA ZM

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC CF

CAMBODIA KH

ZIMBABWE ZW

YEMEN YE

EUROPEAN (EU) COMMUNITY PLANT VARIETY
OFFICE (CPVO)

QZ



WIPO ST.16 Kind Codes
Summary of USPTO Kind Codes Used on Documents Published Beginning January 2,

2001 

WIPO ST.16
Kind Codes

Kind of document  Comments  

A1 Patent Application Publication Pre-grant publication available March 2001 

A2 Patent Application Publication
(Republication) 

Pre-grant publication available March 2001 

A9 Patent Application Publication
(Corrected Publication) 

Pre-grant publication available March 2001 

B1 Patent  No previously published pre-grant publication 

B2 Patent  Having a previously published pre-grant
publication and available March 2001 

C1, C2,
C3… 

Reexamination Certificate Previously used codes B1 and B2 are now
used for granted Patents 

E Reissue Patent  No change 

H Statutory Invention Registration
(SIR) 

No change 

P1 Plant Patent Application
Publication 

Pre-grant publication available March 2001 

P2 Plant Patent No previously published pre-grant publication 

P3 Plant Patent Having a previously published pre-grant
publication and available March 2001 

P4 Plant Patent Application
Publication (Republication) 

Pre-grant publication available after March
2001 

P9 Plant Patent Application
Publication (Corrected
Publication) 

Pre-grant publication available March 2001 

S Design Patent No change 




